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In This Issue Principal's Foreword
Mr Jay Halai  

Assalamu Alaykum,

Wow! What a year we have had. From rapid paced

change to disruptive innovation, digital transformation,

enhanced teaching & learning and continuous

improvement - we have done it. What seemed like an

audacious plan to begin the full scale improvement of the

educational experience at Green Valley Islamic College is

now in full swing and I can gladly say that this year has

put us in good stead to ensure that the school will

continue to prosper in the coming years. There is no

doubting that change is a difficult journey and I want to

extend my thanks to the staff, parents and students who

have bought into this change and have come together to

support the move for a better educational experience at

GVIC. Truly, without your commitment, dedication,

hard-work and perseverance, the transformation that we

have facilitated this year would never have been possible. 

The last month of the school year has been a hectic one.

Our HSC students completed their final exams and will

now wait nervously for university offers and ATAR

determinations. I want to congratulate them for their

hard work and wish them the best for the future. Our

Years 7-11 students similarly completed their exams
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earlier this term and I would also like to congratulate them

on their excellent results. I encourage them to continue

putting in the effort and hard work that they have

demonstrated over the course of this year and know that

these very characteristics will place them well to succeed

in the future. 

This year also saw the advent of Minarah College; a

project that I am proud to say is now in full swing. We

look forward to the official name change to Minarah

College in 2022 and the eventual transition to Minarah

uniforms in 2023. With plans for the College's expansion

to a Catherine Fields campus in full swing, we are on the

right track and I can't wait to see what next year has to

offer. 

I would also like to show my gratitude to our staff and

students for their work in navigating the COVID-19

situation. As a College, we worked cohesively to ensure

that the systems in place didn't falter and only resorted to

closing the College in the second last week of term. Our

continued ability to sustain the day to day operations of

the College is a testament to the effectiveness of our

systems in place and the cooperation of staff and students

in working to make the educational experience at GVIC

successful.

I want to once again reiterate my thanks to everyone for

making this year an undoubted success. Without the

cooperation and determination of all, the numerous

projects and achievements that we ticked off this year

would have been impossible. I leave you with the words of

a inspirational leader who has captured the minds and

hearts of many in these trying times - "leadership is not

about necessarily being the loudest in the room, but instead being

the bridge, or the thing that is missing in the discussion and

trying to build a consensus from there." (Jacinda Ardern)
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I hope that as Principal this year, I

have been the bridge between the

school and its community. 

I look forward to once again

returning next year and working for

our school community to transform

the educational journey of our

students in the coming years. 

See you all next year!
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Deputy Principal's Report (Secondary)
Ms Saireen Hussain 

Deputy Principal Teaching and Learning

Assalamu Alaykum,

2021 will be written down in pages of historical texts as
a period of technological revolution as each family
grappled with the concept of online teaching and
learning. Despite the adversities, Team GVIC has
supported each other through communicating a
shared vision and skilful planning. This paved the path
for classes to continue with minimal disruptions and
successful completion of all assessments, including the
Yearly Examination. The hardship that came with the
pandemic encouraged creativity, innovation,
resilience, and determination, thus empowering the
teachers and students to be better equipped for the
future.  As specified by Malcolm X, “Education is the
passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those
who prepare for it today”.  
 
As the journey of this year is very quickly becoming
memories of yester years, I would like to take the
opportunity to thank all the Heads of Departments and
subject teachers for their tremendous efforts in
bringing a sense of normality for the students in the
classroom environment. Your hard work and
dedication are wholeheartedly appreciated and may
the Almighty reward you all abundantly. Similar
gratitude towards the parents for taking a proactive
role in supporting your child’s academic and social
development. 

HSC students successfully completed their
examinations and graduated on the 15th of December.
The Year 7-11 Annual Awards Ceremony took place on
the 10th of December however, due to restrictions it
was streamed live to the parents. 

I wish you all a happy and well-deserved holiday and
hope you will take a systematic approach to look after
your well-being and spend quality time with your
family. Cherish the moments with loved ones and
keep safe. Take up a new hobby, get involved in
community activities, and read as many books as you
can. Learn a new Ayat of the Quran and make a
positive difference in someone’s life. We are mere
mortals travelling the path of life; live a life of dignity,
goodness, respect, and appreciation and leave beautiful
memories at each footstep you have taken to heal the
world. As parents, teachers, and students we must
collectively guide each child at GVIC to be well-
educated and proactive citizens of this beautiful
country. 

Insha Allah next year brings greater achievements.  
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Deputy Principal's Report (Secondary)
Mr Davindar Singh

Deputy Principal Operations

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Assalamu Alaykum 

This year has been another year in which there have
been challenges and uncertainty surrounding COVID-
19. As a result, we had a return to online learning,
developed alternative approaches to various processes
and events such as Student-Parent-Teacher
conversations, subject selection, and information
evenings, and enhanced our repertoire of online
platforms and technologies.  

These changes and modifications required a large
amount of flexibility and as the final days for the year
draw to a close, I would like to acknowledge the efforts
made by our students, staff, and parents in the GVIC
community during the course of this year. The
extraordinary commitment made by all our staff,
academic and support staff alike, means that we can
continue to succeed and flourish as a learning
community. 

The pandemic, as we know it, has taken a global toll,
and in education, the consequences of isolation from
peers and colleagues are very real. Just as it is time for
our students to have a long break and reset ready for a
new academic year, so too for our Staff. The
leadership team has already commenced planning for
the new academic year so the transition back to school
from the much-deserved break is as smooth as
possible. 

We greatly appreciate the partnership we have with
our families and look forward to further enhancing
our connection with you next year.  

Finally, I wish all our GVIC families all the very best
for the summer holidays and look forward to
welcoming you all back, relaxed and refreshed for
what promises to be an enjoyable and productive year. 

 



 
Dear Parents/Guardians 

 
Assalamu Alaykum 

 
 

The learning journey continues without the boundaries of the four walls of the classroom and holidays
provide great opportunities to explore real-life opportunities that facilitate learning experiences. Green
Valley Islamic College has recently introduced Deep Learning which is focused around the six Global

Competencies (Six Cs). These elements will help enable the wholesome development of our students and
prepare them with skills to be well-rounded individuals in the future. Listed below are the six Cs: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents as primary educators of their children are one of the key stakeholders of education and research
has proven that parental engagement is a major catalyst in enhancing students’ learning success.

Although the above skills will become an integral part of the teaching and learning program at school,
parents can contribute greatly by becoming aware of the Global Competencies which will be the

foundation of all learning. Inclusive in all competencies is the use of technology, therefore parents need
to make provisions and ensure that their children are well equipped, regardless of which grade their

children are in. It is crucial to reflect on what the Six Cs will look like, not only at school but wherever the
students are, including at home. 
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Deputy Principal Report (Primary)
Ms Samina Ali 

Deputy Principal Primary



Parents will note that “Character” will be highly focused on, with key aspects taught on weekly
basis, and students may discuss topics such as Charity, Honesty, Resilience, Empathy,
Teamwork, and so on. Most parents’ hard work is already reflected through students’ display of
such traits however the school sees it as so crucial that it must be explicitly taught. Parents can
help their children to develop empathy towards others, especially towards siblings and
grandparents and as such it will help them to understand others’ feelings. Resilience requires one
to bounce back from difficult situations, such as the loss of favourite toy or pet at home. It
requires students to gradually develop coping mechanisms.

Citizenship requires one to have a global perspective on different aspects, concerns, and values
and be compassionate in the approach. An area that can be focused on at home is environmental
sustainability and the idea of re-use, re-cycle items at home. Engaging children in gardening
using recycled containers not only helps them to understand where food comes from, but it also
enables them to reduce screen time and be physically active. By growing and eating their own
food and having fewer trips to shops for food, students will reduce their carbon footprint as well.

There are numerous opportunities at home to develop collaboration. Tasks taken by siblings can
be carefully planned so that they have to work as a team and support each other. These tasks can
include simple household chores such as cleaning the front yard, putting the groceries in the
pantry, and so on. For children who do not have siblings, having cousins for a sleepover helps.
Students without siblings can explore teamwork during extracurricular activities such as
swimming and karate sessions. 

Communication is a skill which is at times seen as children “growing into it”, however it can be
developed if explicitly taught and encouraged from an early age. A range of approaches,
including drawing or design of posters, banners, video clips, and letters on topics such as local
parks, road safety, fast food ads, etc are topics that students can focus on at home and
communicate concerns to relevant authorities. 
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Most of the students are curious and crave creativity. Provided they get
the right guidance, they will flourish in areas at times not perceivable by

others. Our school is blessed with some wonderful students who are
already great entrepreneurs, including a Year two student making and
selling hand soaps on a large scale. Another great leadership skill and

empathy was shown by a Year six student raising money for the
firefighters by making and selling cupcakes. Students can be encouraged

to make wonderful contributions to aged care homes, hospitals,
mosques, and local charities. Any small and thoughtful act can be the

beginning of great things. 
 

For students to thrive in all areas of the Six Cs, they need to be
encouraged to be critical thinkers rather than being passive learners.

Higher order thinking skills require work beyond just recalling facts, but
they need to be processors of information through evaluating,

explaining, and analysing. Students are required to make connections
and conduct experiments in order to provide explanations. 

 
 

An example of a controlled fun experiment at home can be based on two
potted plants to monitor the level of sunlight, watering, etc. Real-life

experiences such as the relaxation observed at a clean, well-maintained
park can become a focal point to lead into discussions on the need to

keep the environment and the world a safe and secure place for others in
the future and the role that everyone plays in ensuring that. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank staff, students, and parents
for their outstanding collaboration in 2021, despite the pandemic, and

sincerely pray that you all have a wonderful and relaxing holiday.
 
 

 Wasalaam. 
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Associate Deputy Principal Report
Ms Ifroza Anwar
ADP - Secondary

Assalamu Alaykum,

Term 4! We are back on campus and that was
exciting enough for both students and staff. No
doubt it has been a very busy term.  

Year 7 Hub Launched  

Year 7 Hub has been designed as a one-stop-shop
for the new Year 7 students. It provides
information on various subjects, policies, uniform
and various other activities associated with high
school. Parents and students of our current Year 6
students have access to this hub to familiarise and
prepare themselves for high school.   

Year 6 Orientation into High School  

A very exciting time for Year 6 students as they
venture into high school. On Thursday 18th
November, the Year 6 students visited high school.
It was a busy but a fun-filled day: understanding
the timetable, scavenger classroom hunt, learning
to do the tie and scarf and lunch.  

Anti-Bullying Week 2021 

The Anti-Bullying Week was from Monday 15th –
Friday 19th November. Theme for 2021: One Kind
Word. Lessons were organised by the Well-being
Team and was run by teachers in their respective
classes from K – 12.  

Optus Digital Thumbprint Presentation  

Thanks to the IT Team, we had representative of
Optus Digital Thumbprint to present to our Year 5
– 12 students on various topics including
cyberbullying, digital balance, and digital identity.
Our students not only found the lessons
interesting, but engaged with the content
delivered.  

Despite the restrictions in place, we have managed
to organise multiple activities in a short period of
time. In 2022, we look forward to events and
activities at a larger scale. 
 
I wish you all a happy holiday and look forward to
an exciting new 2022.  



 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Assalamu Alaykum  

We continue to praise be to Allah for our health

and wellbeing. We are facing trying times, and

we need to exercise vigilance to protect our

loved ones. We are blessed at GVIC as we have

taken the best measures that have kept our

students safe this term.  

 

Curriculum (Primary) 

GVIC continues its ‘deep learning’ journey and

has since strongly instilled the philosophy into

teachers and how they teach, which seeps into

the quality learning that students are

experiencing. The Association of Independent

Schools NSW has been working extensively with

our school to gear the development of more

effective educational programs that are in the

best interest of our students. Teachers are

designing new educational lessons for 2022 that

will allow students to explore their curiosity and

enhance their independence.  

Assessment (Primary)   

The Senior Leadership Team have worked

extensively together at the beginning of this term

to adopt a deep learning approach to

assessments.  On return in Term 4, the Primary

school replaced examinations with more holistic

assessments. The assessments ran over a longer

period and gave students more enquiry and

research time where necessary.  

Associate Deputy Principal Report
Ms Nuraan Samodien

ADP - Assessment, Curriculum, Faith and Australian Islamic Identity
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Faith  

The most significant part of my role, I

believe, is ensuring that our religious values

are always upheld, respected, and honoured.

Mr. Tanzeel, our College Islamic Chaplain

has prepared Taleem – Islamic talks for our

students weekly which are aired via a video

link in the classroom every Wednesday

morning. This has been exceptionally

beneficial, and students have reaped the

benefits from Mr. Tanzeel’s advice.  

 

Australian Identity 

Students have been involved in a range of

Australian Identity lessons where various

traits surrounding our character and what

makes us well-rounded Muslim Australians

are explored. This term GVIC introduced

the Aussie of the Month. We would like to

congratulate the following recipients for

their outstanding Australian characteristics

exhibited in Term 4. 
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Associate Deputy Principal Report
Ms Fiona Robbie

ADP - Student Attainment & Progress

As we come to the end of a tumultuous year, it

is worth recognising that no matter how

surprising and unexpected life can be, that we

can always choose to be stronger for it rather

than apprehensive.  

 

It is with this thought in mind that I would like

to celebrate some of our successes that I have

personally been involved in the last year. The

highlight of my year was being made an ADP,

which allows me to use my skills to reach a

greater number of students This research will

help in the  COVID Intensive Learning

Program (CILSP). GVIC receives funding from

the AIS for this program and luckily this

funding will continue into 2022. My Literacy

and Numeracy Team and I can continue to

work with small groups, especially with those

students who could do with a boost of

individual attention to get their writing,

reading, and numeracy back on track.  

 

Another proud moment for GVIC was when

the funding proposal I wrote for a School-based

Research Project was successful and marks the

start of a 2-year long project that seeks to

establish how and why attitudes can impact our

girls, especially in Years 5 and 6. The title of my

project is called “Implementing classroom

practices that support girls in Islamic co-ed

schools.”

 

I have enlisted a very qualified research

Mentor from the University of Western

Sydney, who will be assisting with devising

some questionnaires, surveys, and activities to

build confidence and participation in our

girls. I informally call this project “Confident

Girls Can!” and I look forward to talking and

working with some of our parents on this

research. We are the first Islamic school to

receive funding for a SBRP. 

 

Deep Learning – “Give a man a fish and you

feed him for a day. Show a man how to fish

and you feed him for a lifetime”. 

 

I hope you are all as excited as I am about the

transition to Deep Learning that we are

undertaking as a whole school. In seeking to

establish patterns and motivations in teaching

skills, inquiry, wonder, and connection, we

have taken some great strides in beginning

our transformational journey. We have

started to include the language of the 6Cs into

our programming and use the GVIC

Character Pad to reflect on developing

personal qualities in the students as opposed

to solely focussing on their academic abilities.

In early 2022 everyone will also see the top-

secret design project I have been working on

for our students. I hope you will like it!  

Have a great summer break! 
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Assalamu Alaykum  
 
“The minds of students are like budding roses ready to bloom moulded lovingly by their
teachers.” (Ms. Mohammed) 

The journey of teaching and learning for the students of Green Valley Islamic College and the
English teachers for the Academic Year 2021 has been simultaneously challenging and
confronting as amidst the digital transformation of teaching and learning there was and still is
the threatening looming presence of the coronavirus. However, the English teachers quietly
did what they do best and that is TEACH…although one term of teaching this year took place
online and teachers had to be “on their toes” to ensure that the online lessons were engaging
and that the core aspects of the lesson were understood by each student in the class. 
In Term Four, Green Valley Islamic College reopened its doors to its inhabitants…the students
and they all trooped back in…eager to learn and of course as students to meet their peers.
Parallel to this, the English teachers had arrived earlier on the threshold of Green Valley
Islamic College, to prepare face-to-face lessons for their students. 

While the teaching has been adapted to suit the coronavirus environment where masks are
mandatory, the essence of the teaching and learning continuum has not been lost and at the
“heart” of the college is the deliverance of quality lessons for the students who make up Green
Valley Islamic College. For without them there would be no school and similarly the English
Teachers are the “ human resources” of The College for without them there would be no
engaging quality lessons. The student and teacher can be thought of as two sides of a coin that
co-exist together in a teacher-student relationship. 
On another note, extracurricular activities such as the book and poetry club and the debating
club continue to be held and students are participating enthusiastically. One of the keys to an
accomplished writer is habitual reading and English teachers are encouraging their students to
read during their English lessons and to visit the library often. Insha Allah, it is hoped that next
year when each student has their own device, they will adapt to online screen reading and
become avid readers. 

The English Department would like to end the year with the following:  
TEACH WITH PASSION 

LEARN WITH LOVE 
PRACTICE WITH JOY AND SINCERITY 

English Department Report
Ms Nazneen Mohammed

Head of Department - English



Assalamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuhu 

All Praise to Allah Subhanahu Wa Taála, the creator, the most beneficent and the most
merciful. 
 
My heartfelt gratitude to the Almighty Allah Suhanahu Wa Taála for giving us the strength,
courage, determination and direction to successfully complete yet another very different
academic year. As the Head of HSIE, I am indeed very fortunate to work with a group of many
dedicated, innovative and caring staff members who took up the challenge to make learning
from home a success. Teachers prepared very interesting lessons to keep the students
motivated and I take this opportunity to thank parents for coming on board and facilitating
your children with the required technology to make this happen. Thank you to the parents
and family members for the sacrifices you have made to ensure your children have received
all the support during these challenging times. 

Parents are encouraged to take advantage of the upcoming Academic Review Day to discuss
with teachers on how collectively we can work together to help our children improve their
academic performance next year. Valuable feedback will be provided so students can work on
these in the upcoming break. 

Unfortunately, the only excursion that the department could organise this year was the Year
10 Geography Environmental Management Field Study before we went into lockdown. To
consolidate classroom teaching, we will endeavour to organise more for all years in 2022 In
Sha Allah. 

Lastly, I take this opportunity to thank Allah SWT for making 2021 a worthwhile year. Thank
you to all the students for your perseverance, teachers for your dedication and parents for
your continued support. On behalf of the HSIE Department, I wish every student sitting HSC,
the best in their tertiary studies and to the new and returning students, a better and rewarding
2022, In Sha Allah. I wish you all a very safe and enjoyable summer vacation
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HSIE Department Report
Mr Rihan Ali

Head of Department - HSIE



Puzzles: 
The faculty has been publishing a puzzle
in each newsletter.  

Answer for previous puzzle: 
 

New Puzzle:  
The numbers below are arranged
according to a certain rule. Once you’ve
worked out the rule, fill in the missing
number. The number seven in the final
circle is not a typographical error. 

The first student to submit the correct
solution to Ms. Deo will receive a prize. 
 
 
“It is not what you gather but what you
scatter that tells what kind of life you
have lived.” - Helen Walton 
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Maths Department Report
Ms Priya Deo

Head of Department - Maths

The Mathematics Faculty aims to interest
young people to enjoy Mathematics and
equip them with mathematical skills for the
ever-changing world. A sound
understanding of mathematical principles
along with relevant qualifications is
essential for further education and
successful employment. 
The Department have been actively
researching and delivering classes rich with
content and supported by hands-on
activities. One such example of using our
outdoor space, was with the students in the
Year 11 Mathematics Standard course.
These students had a practical lesson while
doing bearings and completed the assigned
work with much enthusiasm and vigour
and appreciated the connections made to
real life. Attached are images of students
carrying out the activity. 

Despite the year being a challenging one,
with off-campus learning being a primary
concern, the Mathematics Faculty has
worked together to ensure that student
learning was not compromised.
Assessments were also tailored to suit more
independent learning and discovery of
content for students. Teachers upskilled
themselves and upgraded their devices
during the lockdown period to ensure that
questions and examples were adequately
explained for deeper student
understanding.  

The Mathematics Faculty would like to
thank all the parents/carers and students
for all their support and cooperation this
year and we would like to wish everyone a
fun, safe and enjoyable holiday.   

 



Year Nine food technology students finally
got the chance to return to the food
technology lab. A practical that students
looked forward to was the decoration of
cupcakes. They enjoyed experimenting with
the various colours and designs and
successfully executed them. Year 9 and 10
IST students continued to explore their
understanding of information and software
technology through various research tools,
videos, and real-life scenarios. 
 
The Year Twelve IPT students have been
involved in researching and evaluating the
use of information systems in real life. They
have looked over their covered involvement
and advancement of information systems
and how they have changed over time. All
their practical work involved using
databases. The students had their assessment
task in week 10 of the term. 
 
On behalf of the faculty, I would like to
thank all students and parents for their
ongoing support and cooperation during the
year. We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable
holiday and looking forward to newer and
more exciting events in 2022. 
 
“You are braver than you believe, stronger
than you seem, and smarter than you think.”
—A.A. Milne 

 GVIC VOICE |  ISSUE 00814

TAS Department Report
Ms Farina Ali

Head of Department - TAS

Dear Parents/Guardians 
Assalamu alaykum 
 
Term Four earned the good news with
students returning to school and engaging
in face-to-face learning. Excitement and
practicality of being able to deliver
coherent lessons started to creep. Staff and
students looked forward to engaging in a
positive environment to allow for
interactions and sharing of ideas. However,
due to the COVID safe rules, the practicals
or hands-on activities did not resume
instantly. 
 
Despite the restrictions, students
understood the importance of safety, a
core skill they learned in their courses, and
demonstrated patience. 
 
Year Seven to Ten students had the Yearly
exams in Weeks Six and Seven. Since most
of the content covered was during the
lockdown, students made good use of the
revision lessons and clarified many doubts.
After the conclusion of the Yearly exam,
students were involved in Project-based
learning to experience real-life activities to
broaden their knowledge. 
 
In Year Seven, students were introduced to
a new design skill of creating Mosaics. The
skill required them to use the technological
steps of investigating, brainstorming,
creating, and evaluating their product.
Working in pairs allowed collaboration,
problem-solving, and communication skills
to evolve.   
 
Year Eight students learned a new
programming software, Scratch. The
software interests students in making
animations and games. They also got busy
with the return of Textiles application of
learning a new skill known as 'punch the
needle'. The activity developed fine motor
skills, concentration, and the ability to
follow instructions accurately. Students
looked forward to completing their designs
and enjoyed the experience. 
 

 



Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Assalamu Alaykum 

 َربِّ أَْوزِْعِني أَْن أَْشكُرَ نِْعَمَتَك الَِّتي أَْنَعْمَت َعلَيَّ َوَعَىلٰ َوالَِديَّ َوأَْن أَْعَمَل
الِِحيَن   َصالِحًا تَْرَضاُه َوأَْدِخْلِني بِرَْحَمِتَك ِفي ِعَباِدَك الصَّ

Rabbi ’auzi‘nî ’an ’ashkura ni‘matakallatî ’an‘amta ‘alayya wa ‘alâ wâlidayya wa ’an ’a‘mala
sâlihan tardhâhu wa ’adkhilnî bi-rahmatika fî ‘ibâdikas-sâlihîn. 

My Lord! Enable me to be grateful for Your favour which You have bestowed upon me and
upon my parents and to do righteousness of which You approve. And admit me by Your
mercy into (the ranks of) Your righteous servants. [Sûrah an-Naml 27: from verse 19] 
 
All praises be to Allah (SWT) the most compassionate and the most merciful. As this year
comes to an end and on behalf of the Languages Department, I would like to thank Allah SWT
first for giving us the strength and ability to overcome this year’s challenges. I would also like
to thank all GVIC parents for their continuous support, the students for their hard work and
fast adaptation to changing learning environment (online and face-to-face) and finally I would
like to thank teachers at GVIC for their amazing commitment and dedication. 

The Languages’ Department teachers (High and Primary School) are continuing their hard
work till the end of this term In-Shaa-Allah by providing quality lessons and supporting each
other and students.  

Our school delivered and will continue delivering Arabic, Islamic Studies and Quran lessons
from kindergarten to Year 6 in Primary School, Arabic classes to Year 7 and 8 (mandatory),
Year 9 and 10 Arabic classes (elective) and Year 9-11 Islamic Studies lessons (mandatory). In
addition, daily morning Duaa and Dhuhr prayer, weekly Taalem (Islamic lecture for High
School) and Friday Khutba, and Islamic events are performed/planned and will continue for
the following years In-Shaa-Allah. 
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Languages Department Report
Ms Labiba Soueid

Head of Department - Languages



Year 7 Arabic: Students learnt about Food and Culture, they gained associated Arabic
terms, covered grammar rules/skills and discussed Arabic and cultural dishes. 
Year 8 Arabic: Students learnt about Celebrations, they also covered celebrations’ related
vocabularies, learnt and applied grammar skills, practiced Eid card/letter writing.
Students enjoyed discussing their preparation for Eid Al Fitr and Eid Al Adha within this
topic. 

Year 9 Islamic Studies: Students discussed different topics such as Hayaa’: modesty,
shyness and honor combined, The Islamic etiquette of clothing and Hijab and Zakah.  
Year 10 Islamic Studies: Students listened and discussed surah Al-Hujurat and learnt
about the Hadeeth and Sunnah. Students were amazed by the lessons that can be learnt
from reading and understanding the Quran such as respecting the elderly and don’t
assume/suspect nor backbite (lesson from Surah Al-Hujurat). 

Primary School 

Students covered specific topics in their Arabic classes, memorized specific Surahs (Suwar)
and gained important Islamic knowledge in their Islamic Studies lessons.  

High School 

Students covered different topics in their Arabic classes (year 7-10). They gained new
vocabularies, grammar skills and practices sentences writing. For example: 

In their Islamic Studies, our students always show great interest in topics discussed. 

 
Finally, we wish you all a restful, enjoyable and safe holiday. May Allah SWT protect us all
and In-Shaa-Allah we will see you all next year. 
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PDHPE Department Report
Mr Ahmed Hussain

Head of Department - PDHPE

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Assalamu Alaykum,
   
It has been a tough time for many during the
recent period, with the limiting restrictions and
the changes required to our everyday lives. But
the students of GVIC need to be commended on
their efforts and understanding during these
trying times. 

The rate of completed work was excellent
for the majority of the students, including an
assessment task for most grades. Again, these
students should be commended for their
efforts. 

Many also engaged in the weekly activities
during sports periods at home using limited or
no equipment, whilst other build on their
positive mindset and pursued various hobbies
and passions that continued to flourish. 

Although the practical side of the subject has
been limited, this has thankfully swung in the
opposite direction for the remainder of the
school year, with the restrictions relating to
weekly sport and practical lessons now being
lifted. Students have again been able to engage in
a wide variety of sporting activities, within a
COVID safe environment. 

We remind students that although they may not
like some of the sports being conducted for that
lesson, we encourage active participation, as this
will make it a much more enjoyable experience
for all. 

Once again, thank you to the staff, students, and
parents for your efforts, and may Allah reward
you all.  
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Science Department Report
Ms Ifroza Anwar

Head of Department - Science

Who could have envisioned that in 2021, we
would be in lockdown and learning online? 
 
Science has once again stepped up to fast-track
the production of vaccines to get our lives back
on track. Despite the lockdown and online
learning, Science has still managed to offer
interesting lessons and activities. 

 

Year 9 Science students constructed various
electrical circuits such as a “Lie Detector”,
“Flying Saucer” and “Radio Transmitter to
name a few.

 

Year 9 Science students constructed various
electrical circuits such as a “Lie Detector”,
“Flying Saucer” and “Radio Transmitter to
name a few.

 

Students also had an opportunity to design
their own board games based on the topic of
Plate Tectonics. 
For the topic of Diseases, each group
selected a disease/condition and designed a
meal that would be most suitable for that
person, example diabetes, lactose & gluten
intolerance, high blood pressure and iron
deficiency. 

As 2021 concludes, we can only look forward
to bigger and better things to come our way
in 2022. 

If anything, this year has taught us to be
appreciative of all that we have, resilience,
and be adaptive. 

Our world will never be the same again.
And, this is what makes the new year so
exciting. The new challenges! New
discoveries! New developments! And the list
goes on…

Have a safe holiday. 
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World Habitat Day – Monday 4th October

Theme: Accelerating urban action for a
carbon-free world.  It is UN recognised day to
raise awareness on the reduction of carbon in
urban centres. 

This was a K- 12 event that saw students
actively learning about reducing carbon
through simple actions. 

 

World Space Week – October 4th – 10th

An activity was organised for K – 12 to help
students understand various aspects of space
and why research continues into space. 

 

Test yourself on Space!

1.Name the hottest planet in our solar
system. 

2.How many moons does Jupiter have? 

3.What gives Uranus the blue colour? 

4.What is the temperature of the Sun’s core?
 
5.Identify the correct order of the planets in
our solar system. 

1. Venus 2. 79 3. presence of methane gas.
4.15 million degrees Celsius. 5 Mercury,
Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus 

 



 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

Assalamu Alaykum  

  

  

Term Four has come and gone much faster than

anticipated, Kindergarten students have been busy

learning about the butterfly lifecycle in English

Literature. Students were engaged in fictional and non-

fictional texts as well as a hands-on lesson using different

materials to make a sequence of the lifecycle.  

Students were highly engaged and used their creative

skills to make a musical instrument in creative arts. 

The unit of work was focussed on sounds in the

environment and kindergarten students made impressive

shakers. 

Kindergarten students demonstrated their confidence

and public speaking abilities as they presented their

history speaking and listening task to their class about

celebrations and how people celebrate different occasions

such as Ramadan, Birthdays, Eid Ul Fitr, Australia Day,

and Anzac Day. 

Students were able to explain what celebration events

were important to their families. 

The Kindergarten team wishes all our students and their

families a joyous and safe holiday and hopes to see you in

year 1 next year Insha Allah. 

 

Kindergarten Report
Ms Randa El Kassir

Head of Kindergarten
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What an interesting year 2021 has been! 

We are almost at the end of the 2021 school

year, and it has been a year that has challenged

us all and made us think outside the box. 

With Term three being completely online,

students had to quickly adjust to using

technology and becoming responsible for their

learning. They proved to be very resilient and

impressed us with their skills and their active

engagement.  

Returning to face-to-face learning in Term

four, students were happy to be back and

adapted quickly to returning to the classroom.

They had great energy and were eager to learn

and enjoyed the social interaction school

brings. 

Throughout the year we worked exceptionally

hard to build on our literacy skills. We let our

imaginations run wild as we wrote fascinating

narratives in Term Four and learnt how to

create interesting characters and story plots.

We encouraged and enhanced our love for

reading which helped us to grow and advance

our reading levels. 

For Math, students engaged with a variety of

numeracy topics which had them working

mathematically and enhanced their problem-

solving skills. Students thoroughly enjoyed the

learning as it was hands-on and included a lot

of use of technology.  We explored the

different types of material and their properties

in Science & Technology. 

 

Year 1 Report
Year 1 Teachers
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Students enjoyed predicting and

investigating which materials floated or

sank. We watched videos, drew pictures,

and conducted experiments to closely learn

and explore materials and determine

whether they were solids, gas, or liquids.  

In Geography, we explored Features of

Places, Weather, and Seasons. Students

enjoyed making a model of their Dream

Backyard. They came up with fantastic

ideas and had a good understanding of how

to use the spaces effectively. Their models

looked fantastic and were quite inspiring. 

For PDH, in our unit, we explored how we

could be more inclusive and respectful. We

also learnt about ways to look after their

own and others’ health, safety, and

wellbeing. The students had many lessons

which involved them discussing ways to

stay safe, be kind, and make good choices.

We hope that they can instil this learning in

their characters and in their actions.  

To all our Year 1 students, we thank you for

your hard work and dedication this year.

We wish you all the best for Year 2. To all

the parents and guardians, we would like to

take this opportunity to extend our sincere

appreciation for your continuous support

in helping us to enrich the learning

experiences of our students. 

Education is what remains after one has

forgotten what one has learned in school. –

 Albert Einstein 

 



 

Year 2 Report
Year 2 Teachers
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Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

Assalamu Alaykum 

 

Congratulation to everyone for a great school

year. This year, 2021, has taught our students to

be resilient and develop the determination to be

active learners. Through emerging students into

deep learning, students in year two have

experienced exceptional learning opportunities

provided by quality, passionate educators

throughout the year. Students’ creativity shines

through the art they created and the effort they

have put in completing an amazing project in

class. 

More so, the students were involved in hands-

on activities, mind in, problem, and inquiry-

based lessons in Mathematics and Science. It is

also very impressive to notice how much

students have grown throughout the year; been

thoughtful and attentive in class. They have

learnt to deal with safety around them through

Personal Development, Health, and Physical

Education lessons.  

To add on, by researching, reading, and

watching videos the students in year two have

extended their knowledge and developed a

better understanding of the neighbouring

country, Malaysia.  

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to

express my gratitude to all the parents for your

constant support, encouragement, and

engagement towards students’ learning.  
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Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

Assalamu Alaykum   

  

The term progressed very well with Year 3s doing a lot of

inquiry-based learning. The students have shone and blown all

their teachers away with all their hard work. All the ongoing

assessments are over. We have been so proud of the resilience

and adaptability shown by our students.  

In Term 4, Year 3 students continued to develop their English

skills through our Reading and Writing lessons. In Reading,

students practiced strategies to enhance their comprehension,

fluency, and expression as they read a range of texts. In the

writing sessions, the focus was on developing students’

understandings of the features present in recounts and utilise

these skills to write their recounts. It was amazing to see how

imaginative and creative our students could write.  In History,

students explored the commemorations and celebrations in

Australia. They also observed a 2minute silence on the 11th

hour, the 11th day of the 11th month- November to

commemorate Remembrance Day. As a whole class, students

made poppy flowers and assembled them on a poster.  Science

was one of the favourite subjects where students got to do a

variety of experiments based on natural and processed

materials. They investigated and discovered the links between

natural and processed materials. The smartboard was a very

useful resource to teach Maths concepts and all other key

learning areas as well. Students were excited to explore the

wonderful tools the smartboard offered.  Now our students are

looking forward to the Annual presentation day in week 11.  

Thank you to all families for your outstanding efforts

displayed in the Remote Learning Program in Term 3 and

your continuous support throughout Term 4. All the best to

our students and have a safe and well-deserving break!!! 

 

Year 3 Report
Ms Rehana Ali
Head of Year 3
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Dear Parents/Guardians,

Assalamu Alaykum 

With so much change and uncertainty, 2021 is

nearly over and for our Year 4 students, it was

another particularly successful year as they

transitioned from lower primary to upper

primary. It felt wonderful to welcome our

enthusiastic students once again for face-to-face

learning in Term Four. 

The students learnt to think creatively and

critically throughout the learning period. They

have been involved in a variety of learning

opportunities to develop their Literacy and

Numeracy skills. Our literacy focus was not just

on the ability to read and write but to

understand and interpret information

presented in different ways and different

formats. 

Also, with Numeracy, we focussed on not only

doing Maths in the classroom but being able to

reason with numbers and measures in everyday

life. This was achieved by encouraging

interactive learning and hands-on activities

Through PDH students learnt the skills and

strategies to build a better relationship with

others around them and to manage change and

challenges in their lives. 

The students learnt to explore themselves in

researching, problem-solving, persuasive

writing and high order thinking skills.

 

Year 4 Report
Year 4 Teachers

In Geography students discussed different

ways in which waste could be managed

sustainably. They practised the 4Rs of

recycling by designing objects using recycled

materials. While creating their project

students practised effective communication as

well as getting an insight into the art of

crafting and designing. 

Students actively participated in their

Creative Art where they studied

Advertisement. They designed posters in

groups on different products using the

techniques of advertisements. Year Four

teachers would like to thank parents and

guardians for all their hard work and

dedication in making 2021 a successful year

for our students. We have appreciated the

students’ diligence this year and wish them all

the best in the future. 
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Assalamu Alaykum   

 

We have learnt and laughed, we have

improvised and adapted, we have grown, and

we have persevered our way through Year 5.  It

hasn’t been an easy journey, but we are proud to

say that we have had a successful year.

Innovative teaching, excellent resources, high

expectations and support from the parents

motivated our students to achieve their

personal best. With encouragement and a slight

shove in the right direction, our young learners

were compelled to discover their untapped

talents and reach new heights. Learning

adventures occurred at every turn. Challenges

were gladly accepted and met. Hurdles were

overcome with enthusiasm and victories, big or

little, were celebrated with pride. 

Even though this year’s school experiences were

slightly different, due to the lurking pandemic

and a completely digital Term 3, our young

learners still made the most of what they were

offered and gladly welcomed opportunities to

turn them into learning milestones.  

We put on our gumboots, rolled up our sleeves,

tipped on our hats and stepped into virtual food

and fibre farms. We explored sustainable ways

of producing food and fibre, the technology

that allows the farmers to be more sustainable

and the importance of producing in sustainable

ways. For history, we went back in time and saw

the events of the Eureka stockade unfolding

right in front of our eyes. 

 

Year 5 Report
Year 5 Teachers

The courage, sacrifice and struggles of the

18th-century miners left our year 5s in

nostalgia. Now we know why the Eureka

battle is regarded as the birth of democracy

in Australia. 

Throughout the year we had worked

exceptionally hard to build on our Maths

and Literacy skills. We nurtured and

enhanced our love for reading and writing.

One more genre was added to our stash of

writing skills as we composed and edited

newspaper articles. Year 5s created their

fictional pieces or rewrote the events taking

place in Australia. We rejoiced with the

entire nation when AJ Elfalak and Cleo

Smith were reunited with their loved ones. 

It had been an exhilarating year filled with

excitement, fears, uncertainties, mixed

emotions and hope. As we say goodbye to

our students, we hope that we have instilled

in them the values and talents that they

would need to overcome the uncertainties

and challenges that life may bring their

way. Insha Allah! To all the parents and

guardians, we would like to take this

opportunity to extend our sincere

appreciation for their continuous support

in helping us to enrich the learning

experiences of our students. 

Education is the most powerful weapon

which you can use to change the world. –

 Nelson Mandela 
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Year 6 Report
Year 6 Teachers

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

Assalamu Alaykum   

 

Year Six is the finale of schooling in the primary phase. For every child, starting

high school is a major milestone and the start of a new phase of life. In Term 4, our

transition to high school initiative includes constant revision of the skills taught in

primary years, getting students familiar with the Team-teaching structure, and

equipping students and parents with the information they need to ensure that

students get the tailored support they need. 

Year Six students have taken the year 2021 as a challenge and have worked hard in

all aspects of their learning to perform their best. In year 6, students are expected to

take a more responsible approach towards their learning where teachers act as

facilitators. This is crucial for the holistic development of our children today. The

students of Grade 6 learnt to think creatively and critically throughout their

learning period. The experiments and investigations that were done during the

Science Unit “It’s Electrifying” lessons were engaging and student-centred. This

flourished the learning in students and emerged them into creative thinkers

through hands-on experience in-class activities. Students were also involved in

designing and creating Korean fans and masks as a part of the Creative Arts unit-

Korean ART, Music, and Dance. 

Research plays an important role in everyday learning. In term 4 while doing the

unit of “Global Connections” in Geography, the use of the internet has opened new

spheres of learning and connects students to people, information, and places

around the world.  To the year 6 students, we would like to thank you for your hard

work and for continually striving to be the very best that you can be. We wish you

the very best in your future educational experiences. We would also like to express

our sincere thanks to the parents of our Year 6 students for their continued support

in working with us to optimise their child’s learning experiences in Year Six.

 



Dear Parents/Guardian,

Assalamu Alaykum

Enjoy your holidays! 
 
With the school holidays fast approaching, students
are encouraged to make the most of this time away
from school.  

With most of the year restricted and spent learning
online, students should take the time and
opportunity to sit back, relax and enjoy themselves.
However, this shouldn’t be a reason to sit in front of
devices for the duration of the holidays.  

With restrictions lifted, students should be looking to
get out and about in the great outdoors and double it
up with trying new and exciting things.  

Please ensure you use your time productively, stay
safe and we look forward to seeing you all back in
2022 by the will of Allah.  
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Wellbeing Report
Ms Jessica Whiteoak and Mr Ahmed Hussain

Heads of Department - Wellbeing



 

Lifeline Australia: Provide crisis support and mental health services  

Beyondblue: Provides information about depression 

Kids Helpline: Provides 24-hour telephone and online counselling service for young people aged 5 to 25.  

Headspace: Provides mental health support, information and assistance for young people aged 12 to 25

years  

Eheadspace: A confidential, free and secure space where young people 12 - 25 or their family can chat with

a qualified youth mental health professional 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Assalamu Alaykum, 

 Hope you and your families are doing well and congratulations on making it through one of the toughest

years!  With the long holidays approaching us, the counselling team would like to remind students, teachers,

and parents alike of some key points to keep in mind throughout the break to maintain mental health. There

are a range of support services that are available for a young person if they are experiencing mental health and

well-being concerns, such as: 

http://www.lifeline.org.au/  

24hr crisis support on 13 11 14 

http://www.beyondblue.org.au/ 

http://www.kidshelp.com.au/  

Support on 1800 55 1800 

http://headspace.org.au/ 

https://www.eheadspace.org.au/ 

 

Enjoy the holidays, stay safe and keep these self-care tips in mind!  

 

 

 

From the Counsellors Table
Mr Adi Soepriyadi and Ms Ulfat Ullah

Counsellors
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Assalamu Alaykum  

 

During this challenging year of 2021, our school

library was able to provide the necessary services

and resources to help our students become

confident readers, as well as independent, efficient,

and successful users and creators of information.

We are dedicated to building and maintaining a

supportive, effective, and enjoyable information

environment.  Our school library ensures that

resources are provided for students and teachers to

embark on and flourish in their literacy journey.

Therefore, this year our students were able to

access reading material at home during the

lockdown period with the help of technology and

digital resources.  Beginning of the year,

Accelerated Reader (AR) and Freckle were

implemented to help our students improve their

reading and numeracy skills. These programmes

will continue next year to focus on improving

students' reading skills and numeracy abilities.

Britannica was implemented for students from

kindergarten to year 12, Britannica is a flexible and

practical learning tool that is curriculum mapped

and connected to the Australian Curriculum. Its

secure and user-friendly interface enables children

of all ages and skills to access detailed information

easily and safely. In addition, for eResources, our

library will provide more digital resources for our

students through the Oliver library system called

“Overdrive”. Students will be able to access reading

material online through the Overdrive app. 

 

Library Report
Ms Fareesha Mohammed

Librarian
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Furthermore, ClickView is another platform

that was introduced to our secondary

teachers and students. ClickView is an award-

winning platform providing teaching

resources for educators around the world,

aimed to enrich the education of future

generations through world-lending video

content.  With the implementation of all

these educational platforms our students are

constantly engaged and challenged, and they

are never given material that is either too

difficult or too simple for them.  At our

school library, we will ensure that teachers

and students have the materials they need to

begin and succeed in their reading journey.

Moving forwards, I hope to continue to

cultivate and nourish our school's hub by

creating a welcoming and pleasant

environment that allows all our students to

come and read to their hearts' content in a

location that is completely theirs. 



ICT Report
Mr Issam Ibrahim

New 86” SMART Interactive Flat Panels to

improve 21st Century teaching and learning

at GVIC. 61 in total deployed across our high

school and primary school classrooms. Staff

Professional Development provided by

SMART and MICROSOFT Education

Trainers focussing on how to integrate this

new technology into the classroom learning

environment.

New 114 Surface Pro 7+ (2 in 1 devices) to

equip our teachers with the best technological

tools to deliver 21st Century teaching and

learning at GVIC.

Moving to Digital Hub Sites and Paperless 

10 Times the Speed Faster Internet

Moved to a Sentral Cloud Based School

Information System with Parent App and

Portal access.

GVIC Digitisation & going paperless

continues. 

Protecting Online – ESafety and Cyber

Security Awareness and Training.

 The year has been a challenging year for all of

us. With the pandemic and having to change the

way we deliver remote teaching and learning. 

We would like to thank you for supporting us,

rolling-out all the new school ICT and Digital

Transformation initiatives this year. Ultimately,

everything we do is to help our students improve

and achieve more in their lives. Here are few

achievements we were able to achieve together

this year:
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Alumni Report
Ms Soussan Raad & Mr Faraaz Aboo

Alumni

 Assalamu Alaykum,

Alhamdulillah, the Green Valley Islamic College Alumni is now in full swing and has already

hosted it's first event as a student body. The Alumni was developed to give back to the school

community and so it is fitting that the first event hosted by the alumni sought to share the

knowledge and experience of our past students with the current GVIC students. 

On the 6th of December, the alumni hosted a careers expo, whereby former GVIC graduates

spoke about their experiences studying at the College and also shed light on their practical

experience studying law, business, medicine, physiotherapy and a plethora of other

professions. The alumni student panel sought to provide first hand knowledge and experience

to current Year 10 and 12 students on life working in varying professions and through this,

allowed students to clarify any misconceptions with former graduates that now work in these

respective professions. The event was a great success and the alumni looks forward to giving

back to the school community again in future.

The development of the GVIC Alumni this year is a momentous achievement and we would

like to extend our thanks to all of our members for taking their time out to volunteer for this

cause. We hope to continue to give back to the school community and grow in the coming

years insha Allah.
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2021 Awards Ceremony
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