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INFORMATION UPDATE 

Issue 3 August 2021 
 

 
Dear Parents, Teachers, Students and Community Members, 

 
Assalaamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu. 

 

Once again, we find ourselves in a harsher lockdown as New South Wales grapples with the outbreak of the Delta variant 

of Covid-19. During the COVID-19 pandemic we are taking additional steps to make sure everyone can stay healthy and 

safe when visiting the premises. It is very important that you inform us in advance if anyone in your household is unwell, 

or self-isolating because they are at risk of becoming unwell, with COVID-19. The Board urges all our students and their 

families to comply with the public health orders and follow GVIC COVID-19 Operational Plan. We are pleased to bring you 

this information update to inform you of the development, operation and progress of the College. Key takeaways in this 

issue include: 

■ Covid-19 Operational Model which covers such issues as K-12 remote learning, a plan for Year 12 HSC Trials and 

Final Exams and Covid-19 emergency management plan. 

 
■ School operations is guided by AISNSW, Department of Health, NESA and NSW Department of Education during 

lockdown. 

 
■ Remote learning – The college has successfully implemented digital remote learning platform for our students 

and teachers. 
 

■ Tech giant Microsoft has provided 30 loan devices to assist our HSC students. In addition, the college has 
provided 14 additional surface pro 7 to meet the shortfall and ensure all HSC student have access to the standard 
devices. 

 
■ Saturday intervention classes for Year 12 are underway to help students in their preparation for the HSC 

Examinations. 
 

■ How the College is ensuring continuity of schooling to ensure we can deliver quality teaching and learning and 
minimizes disruption to students as much as possible during the Greater Sydney lockdown. 

 
■ The new Sentral for Parents App enables greater interaction for parents allowing them greater access to their 

children’s learning at GVIC. We recommend contacting the class teacher via Sentral for Parents App should you 
have any concerns and/or questions in the first instance. 

 
■ Students would need to adhere to school policies including ICT Policy. Policies are updated on our website. 
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Covid-19 Operational Model 

The Covid-19 Operational Model for GVIC provides 

guidance to staff to deliver online learning and 

management during the lockdown period. It provides 

support to teachers, parents and students. 

While primary students (Years K-6) have been working 

from a combination of booklets and online learning, 

secondary students (Years 7-12) are using appropriate 

devices to access their lesson using Microsoft TEAMS. 

The College has offered support to those parents who 

needed to borrow a device for the duration of the 

lockdown. 

The HSC trials are underway in a supervised online 

format after taking guidance from AISNSW and NESA. 

The College endeavors to provide all necessary support 

to our students. As the health advice is changing 

constantly, the College will update our staff, students 

and parents on the latest developments. The college will 

endeavor to take all measures to minimize disruption to 

our students. 

More details of the Covid-19 Operational Model can be 

found in the guide that was issued to all parents. 

Microsoft Comes to the Rescue for Remote 

Learning for Year 12 

When the Liverpool LGA was placed in lockdown, the 

College faced a dilemma as Year 12 students were facing 

a tremendous challenge in preparing for the HSC. Online 

learning was a big hurdle for the College as some families 

did not have computers to share between children. For 

■ The Catherine Field project – A project manager has been appointed and work is well under way with the 
engagement of surveyors, town planners and engineers. Our goal is to open Catherine Field campus stage 1 at 
the beginning of 2025 school year. We will continue to provide update in our regular newsletter. 

 
■ Hardship and Wellbeing – The College’s initiatives to help students and their families who have been affected by 

the Covid-19 crisis. 

 
 
 
Year 12 students this would be disruptive to their 

preparations for the HSC. 

In response to this, our Principal Mr. Jay Halai leveraged 

our growing relationship with Microsoft for any support 

they could offer. 



 
 
 

This has already begun as Microsoft has featured GVIC in 

a company-wide blog which has a global audience. The 

blog can be found by clicking the following link: 

 
 

Microsoft generously loaned our students thirty Surface 

Devices, including surface pen free of charge to ensure 

our students face as little disruption to their HSC 

preparations. The Board also agreed to the purchase of 

an additional fourteen Surface Pro devices to make up 

the shortfall. 
 

As part of the Board’s overall digital transformation 

strategy, all teachers were supplied with Microsoft 

Surface Pro 7+ tablets. This allows teachers to enter 

student results in Sentral in real time. Parents are 

encouraged to view the Sentral4Parents App to track the 

progress of their child’s academic performance and 

converse with class teacher if there is any issues and/or 

questions. 

As mentioned in the last update GVIC has implemented 

MS Forms for Learning Walks, Lesson Observations and 

Professional Development. The new program enables 

school leadership to identify strengths which can be 

shared among the faculties and identify opportunities for 

growth and improvement. 

Microsoft were very impressed with how the College was 

using their products and remarked that there are no 

schools in NSW that are undertaking data driven learning 

and teaching programs like GVIC and has earmarked the 

College to transition to a Microsoft Showcase School. 

 
Showcase Schools create student-centred, immersive, 

and inclusive experiences that inspire lifelong learning, 

stimulating development of essential future-ready skills 

so students are empowered to achieve more. The 

Microsoft Showcase Schools Program is an opportunity 

for the College to engage with Microsoft and like-minded 

school leaders around the world to deepen and expand 

education transformation and to deliver teacher 

support, student adoption and/or open day activities to 

help the school promote its ICT strategy. 

 
 

It is also an opportunity to help shape the future of 

Microsoft education products and programs, contribute 

to the vision of schools and students around the world, 

and elevate our school’s visibility and role as a leader. 

 
 

 

Green Valley Islamic College turbocharges digital 

transformation, aspires to showcase status 

 

Saturday Classes for Year 12 HSC Preparation 

Majority of parents and student have shown enormous 

appreciation and gratitude towards the college in 

providing additional Saturday Class with external 

tutoring service. The Year 12 Tutoring Intervention has 

continued over the past few weeks, with weekend 

classes for all Year 12 students in the lead up to their HSC 

Trial Examinations. The classes have been carried out on 

Microsoft Teams and have provided support for all 

students in all subject areas; allowing them to clarify any 

concerns they may have with content or to revise aspects 

of the syllabus as they require. The feedback from the 

students in this regard has been highly promising, with 

students lauding the opportunity to further reinforce 

concepts that they are struggling with; providing them 

with the requisite final preparations for their Trials and 

HSC. 

Online Learning for Primary School 

The school day begins at 8:20, when the roll call teacher 

opens MS TEAMS and checks attendance at the morning 

greeting session. The class teacher keeps a record of 

students who are late or absent and follows up with their 

parents. 

https://edublog.microsoft.com/en-au/2021/08/green-valley-islamic-college-turbocharges-digital-transformation-aspires-to-showcase-status/
https://edublog.microsoft.com/en-au/2021/08/green-valley-islamic-college-turbocharges-digital-transformation-aspires-to-showcase-status/


As part of wellbeing, the teacher uses this time to 

motivate students, 

take questions, direct 

students in their 

respective tasks for 

the day and to provide 

overall moral support 

and 

encouragement. Most 

teachers are spending 

around 20 minutes in 

this greeting, but 

many teachers choose 

to stay online to assist 

for a longer period and 

the Year 5 and 6 

teachers do at least 2 

hours of screen 

teaching, due to the more complex topics and 

instructions. Teachers are on hand however throughout 

the day to answer questions and communicate with 

students or parents. 

The teacher will explain the tasks that are set for specific 

parts of the day. English and Numeracy are always first, 

to include the most vital concepts at a time when 

students are less likely to be screen fatigued. 

Arabic/Quran and Islamic Studies are combined, and the 

work is explicit, with the inclusion of videos, links, and 

fill-in vocabulary activities. Key Learning Areas are spread 

across the week, on days that might regularly have been 

the case face-to-face e.g., Creative Arts was often held 

on Friday afternoons. Tasks for these topics are more 

exploratory and may contain activities that can be done 

at home as part of a parent-child collaboration, such as 

grinding rock salt to explore the process of weathering. 

Teachers have been shown how to allow students to 

store tasks in their own files, write on pdfs and save 

them, find and insert useful resources, how to cross 

distribute material and reorganise the files once they are 

complete. Several teachers have provided in-depth 

tutorials as we continue to improve the current teaching 

and learning platform. The overall aim is to provide 

quality work - but a reduced load, so options are 

available for more engaged learning such as educational 

links, less repetitive exercises, experiments, and self- 

directed choices from a choice board. The choice board 

is updated bi-weekly by the teachers relevant   to 

their Stage and when students have finished the main 

part of their daily work, they are encouraged to 

participate in these self-directed activities. 

The key to success is nevertheless fostered through a 

process of continuous improvement and understanding 

that no one is ever the ‘finished article’. The cooperation 

between the Board and the Principal throughout these 

trying times has allowed the learning process in primary 

to entail a more engaging, interactive and effective mode 

of online learning. Where previous methods of teaching 

encouraged the handing out of booklets which were 

both costly and failed to stimulate our student’s minds, 

cooperation between the Principal and the Board have 

allowed the College to be at the forefront of fostering the 

new ‘digital native’ generation and have seen the 

transition to a fully-fledged online learning platform 

become more effective and efficient for all stakeholders. 

Online Learning for Secondary School 

Considering that online learning and prolonged hours on 

devices, student, parents, and teachers were finding the 

process very demanding and overwhelming. Feedback was 

obtained from Secondary staff, and considering NESA 

advice, whilst maintaining student and staff wellbeing, 

attached structure was devised. Years 7-10 structure was 

planned as per NESA advice. 

Stage 6 (Years 11 and 12) coverage of content was not 

compromised. Since its implementation, there has been 

positive feedback all around. 

Sentral4Parents App and Parent Portal 

As mentioned in the last information update, the Board 

decided to migrate from many legacy systems at the school 

to the integrated end-to-end school management software 

system Sentral. 

 
As part of this migration, the College has adopted the 

Sentral4Parents App & Parent Portal to provide both 



 

 
 
 
 
 

parents and students information about each student's 

progress in our school. 

 
The App allows parents to monitor their child's school 

journey simply and efficiently. Parents will find 

numerous smart features that help streamline their day. 

Receive messages and notifications from teachers, 

report absences, make payments for school activities 

and more. The Sentral4Parents App helps parents stay 

connected and informed about their child's education. 

 
As we progress this initiative, the Board is confident that 

the Sentral4Parents App & Parent Portal will become 

more significant in parents’ day to day management of 

their child's enrolment at the College. 

Catherine Field Project 

The Board is pleased to announce that planning process has 

already begun on the Catherine Field Campus which is due 

to open for the 2025 school year. The College has engaged 

various consultancies to assist in this phase. 

A draft Master Plan has been drawn up. Architectural 

drawings and models will soon be produced by the architect 

which the Board looks forward to sharing in due time. 

 Hardship and Wellbeing 

The Board would like to acknowledge the mental, 

emotional and financial constraints that the prolonged 

lockdown is placing on many families. 

If you are experiencing hardship and require assistance 

in paying school fees, we urge you to contact the school 

to apply for hardship assistance together with supporting 

documents. The Board and College management would 

also like to assure that all matters will be treated 

confidentially. 

We urge you to remain compliant with directives being 

handed down from all layers of government and keep 

your family and community safe. 

Jazak Allah Kheir 

GVIC School Board 


