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ACTING PRINCIPAL’S
MESSAGE
Assalaam Alaikum WRWB
Term 1 has come to an end and I wish you all a
safe and happy holidays.
Please note that the last day for this term will be
this Friday 13 April 2018.
Term 2 will commence for all year levels on
Tuesday 1 May 2018.

Safety

School Term Dates
Term 1
Tuesday 30th January –
Friday 13th April

Term 2
Tuesday 1st May –
Friday 6th July
Term 3
Tuesday 24th July –
Friday 28th September

Term 4
Monday 15th October –
Wednesday 12th
December

www.gvic.nsw.edu.au
Fax: (02) 87839187
Email: admin@gvic.nsw.edu.au

NAPLAN
NAPLAN is fast approaching and will be held from
15 May to 17 May. We encourage students in
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 to continue attending After
School Support Classes and also those sessions
held during the holidays.
RAMADAN
Ramadan will be commencing, Insha Allah from
16 May, next term. We will provide information
regarding school hours during Ramadan early
next term.

SECONDARY WELFARE AND
DISCIPLINE

Student attendance
NESA requires students to study subjects for a
prescribed amount of time, which are the
mandatory hours of study. Normal school hours at
GVIC are from 8:15am till 3:20pm.
As such, the school is employing the following
procedures:
•
If a student arrives to school late, he/she
will need to provide valid reasons to the Admin
staff. If a student is late to school for more than two
days in a week, he/she will be placed on Afternoon
Detention.
•
A student will not be released early from
the school under any circumstances unless he/she is
accompanied by a parent/legal guardian with a valid
reason.
•
If a student is absent from school for a day,
a written note from the parent is required
explaining the reason for absence. If the student is
absent for two or more days, a medical certificate is
mandatory. These are to be handed in to the Roll
Call teacher when the student returns to school
after absence.
•
As part of the implementation of the
National Standards, holidays taken by students
outside of school vacation period will now be
included as absences. Families are advised to take
holidays/overseas travel during school vacations.
Please complete “Application for Extended Leave”
for holidays or travel within the school term at least
5 weeks prior to the intended dates.
Approval for request of leave is at the discretion of
the Principal; however, it will not be approved
during exam/assessment period.
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Please note that students who leave school early on a
regular basis, are late or absent without any genuine reason
may not meet the mandatory hour’s requirement to qualify
for the award of RoSA, Preliminary Certificate or Higher
School Certificate (Secondary).
Uniform
The Green Valley Islamic College supports the wearing of
school uniforms by students and the upholding of high
standards of dress by all students. It is a policy of the College
that every child must be in full school uniform every day with
an appropriate hairstyle.
It is very encouraging to see that students at GVIC take a lot
of pride in following the school’s uniform policy. However,
below are a couple of observations over the past three weeks
that students need to take note of:
•
For female students scarves must be pinned to
ensure that you are complying with the Islamic Dress code of
the school and sleeves must not be rolled up to your sleeves.
•
For male students, hair is to be cut so that it is away
from eyes, ears and the collar. Clipper cuts should not be
lower than number 2 and must be blended. No undercuts are
permitted.

SECONDARY PDHPE / SPORTS

The Independent Schools Districts (ISD) is an association that
Green Valley Islamic College has recently joined.
This association has opened up sporting pathways for our
students (such as regional and state teams) to participate in
competitive sport and join a number of schools within the
Sydney region.
Each term, students will compete in various sports such as
Basketball, Touch Football, Soccer, Netball and Athletics for
both male and females.
On Wednesday 21st February 2018, 24 students competed in
the ISD Basketball competition. Although competition was
quite tough, our students showed determination and
fantastic sportsmanship skills throughout the day. Our Opens
Boys team finished =2nd
out of 10 teams. This was a
momentous performance considering it was GVIC’s first ISD
Gala Day.

Updated Welfare Policy
To foster positive behaviour amongst the students of Green
Valley Islamic College and to ensure procedural fairness, a
review of the Student welfare policy was performed. After
weeks of deliberations by teachers, executive staff and the
school board, Welfare Policy at GVIC has been successfully
reviewed and amended.
Students have been given a copy of the amended excerpts
from the policy outlining the procedures, practices and
consequences as we look forward to the implementation
phase as of Term 2, 2018. Please peruse through this and
note the changes:
•
Summary of Disciplinary Actions
•
Classroom Behaviour Management Flow Diagram
(Secondary)
•
Consequence Flowchart (Secondary)
The revised policy is also on the school website. Students are
also requested to place/attach this updated policy into their
diaries.
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SECONDARY SRC INDUCTION
CEREMONY
The SRC Induction Ceremony took place on the 19th of
February at GVIC and we are very proud and honoured to
announce Wisam Merhebi and Zahirah Hussein as the School
Captains for 2018. Elijah Mohammed and Sameer Ali are the
Deputy Captains. The NSW Shadow Minster for Education, Mr
Jihad Dib was the chief guest and gave an inspiration speech
on rising beyond the adversities of life and succeeding
.Representatives of the Local Green Valley Police Station –
Multicultural Liaison Officer, Mr Bernardino Siry and senior
Constable Mary Watson also attended the Induction
Ceremony alongside parents of the students who were
inducted in SRC.
The following students are prefects from each class:
7B
Halimah Aiyaz
7G
Joanne Ghazzawi
7R
Jonas Akerry
8B
Maryam El- Abdallah
8G
Jamila Abou Kassem
8R
Jana Derbas
9B
Wafa Battal
9G
Nour Merhebi
9R
Rayanne El-Helou
10B
A’atika Ayub
10G
Lana Rumman
11B
Rayyan Akhtar
11G
Ella Ghazawi
12B
Ibrahim El-Abdallah
12G
Heba Khan
The students are going to have regular meetings and organise
events and fundraisers. The following events are proposed for
this term:
Week 5: Friday 2nd March- Clean Up School Day
Week 6: Thursday 8th March- Bandaged Bear Breakfast
Week 8: Tuesday 20th March- Harmony Day
Week 10: Friday 13th April – ANZAC Day

SECONDARY ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

This year, the English department is determined to improve
Literacy across all year levels at Green Valley Islamic College,
through various pedagogical strategies. As such, we would
like to inform parents that students are now receiving
additional help in English through the support classes that
have been created to assist them in improving their reading
and writing skills. English teachers are also preparing students
of Years 7, 8 and 9 for the Premier’s Reading Challenge, thus
ensuring the proper completion of reading records for each
student so they maintain a stable routine for reading. Please
note that the closing date for the Premier’s Reading
Challenge is the 29th August, for this academic year.
Therefore, all entries should be completed prior to the due
date. Students are also being continuously reminded to
practice the literacy-based activities on WordFlyers, which
they can access from their personal devices, at home, as well
as in the classroom. It is vital that students familiarise with
language conventions along with their reading and writing
skills so that they can prepare themselves for the upcoming
NAPLAN Test. A letter will be sent out to parents this week,
notifying them about the NAPLAN afternoon classes,
commencing in Week Four, this term. We would also like to
remind all parents, as such, to continue encouraging their
children and help them develop and improve the required
skills in English, by being role models, thus getting involved
into their children’s learning experiences and leading them to
become responsible, educated and dedicated citizens of the
future – “Let parents bequeath to their children not riches,
but the spirit of reverence” – Plato.

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S (PRIMARY)
MESSAGE
Assalaamu Alaikum
On behalf of Primary, I would like to thank parents for
their continuous cooperation in order to enable their
children to receive additional lessons in Literacy and
Numeracy through the After School Support Program. In
particular, Years Three and Five are having intensive
sessions on Tuesdays and Thursdays to “catch-up” with
any concept that needs to be reinforced.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank those
parents who are rigorously monitoring their child (ren)’s
progress and regularly liaising with class teachers to find
out better ways of supporting learning.
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After School Support Classes
The afternoon classes will continue this term until the last
week (Week Eleven). Years Three and Five’s last session for
this term will be on Thursday 12th April and their
afternoon classes will commence on day one of Term Two
Tuesday 1st of May. Please also note that there will be no
afternoon classes during Ramadan in Term Two.
Holiday Classes for Years Three and Five
All parents are encouraged to take the opportunity to
support their child’s Literacy/ Numeracy development by
ensuring that the students participate in the holiday
classes that will run during the second week of the Term
One holidays, from the 23rd – 27th of April, 2018, except
25th due to ANZAC day holiday. The classes will commence
at 9:00 am and finish at 1:00 pm. Students will get 15
minutes recess break to refresh. All students will benefit
from this regardless of their ability. Please contact the
Deputy Principal for further details.
NAPLAN Exams
Parents are reminded that the external exam National
Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for
Years 3 and 5 is scheduled as shown below. Please ensure
that students are not absent during the exam. However, to
cater for students who cannot do the exam due to sickness
on the scheduled days, upon submission of medical
certificate, students will be allowed to sit for the exam on
Friday 18th May, 2018.
Students will benefit from regular attendance, reading
daily, completing homework and using e-learning
resources such as Mathletics, Literacy Pro, etc. Students
are also encouraged to continue with Excel Test Zone using
the same passwords that they were provided with last
year. For further clarification, parents are encouraged to
contact the class teacher via the school office or student
diary.
2018 NAPLAN Timetable
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
15/05/18
16/05/18
17/05/18
Year Language
3
Conventions
Reading
Numeracy
& Writing
Year Language
5
Conventions
Reading
Numeracy
& Writing

SRC/PBS Induction
Students voted for the head boy and girl as well as the
vice- captain for the girls and boys. Selected students who
have been displaying exemplary behaviour were chosen as
the PBS reps. SRC/PBS students were inducted for their
roles through a special assembly observed on the 1st of
March. Year 5B’s presentation on ‘Sing, children of the
world…’ was enjoyed by all. Congratulations to all the
SRC/PBS reps and in particular to the following students:
Head Boy – Shoukri Kataieh

Vice- captain (boys) – Amir
Khan

Head Girl
Samman

Vice-captain (girls) – Hajar
El Safadi

–

Layelle

El

Primary Excursions
Excursions are part of teaching programs and provide a
different pathway for learning. Students have been proactively engaged in experiential and authentic learning
opportunities provided by excursions. Recent excursions
include Year two’s trip to the Australian Museum on the
27th of February to learn about Aboriginal culture. Year
four students visited the Hyde Park Barracks Museum on
the 5th of March as part of their studies in History about
British Colonisation. Year five students’ study about
Australian colonies and Australia as a nation took them to
the ROCKS in Sydney CBD on the 14th of March 2018.
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The National Day of Action against Bullying
With great anticipation and vigour students worked
towards creating awareness on actions against bullying. A
special assembly as well as a number of activities including
poster designs, poetry writing and colourful ways of
making their messages known were some of the tasks
undertaken by the students.

Harmony Day
Primary students observed Harmony Day on the 23rd of
March. Students participated in a number of activities that
promoted the theme for this year. Since studies on
different cultures is part of our curriculum, we sincerely
hope that we work together to teach tolerance and
respect for other cultures and students are encouraged to
demonstrate this attitude through their everyday actions.
Primary Parents’ Workshop
Parents had the opportunity to participate in a very
informative workshop on the 29th of March. The focus
was on Comprehension, Online programs such as
Mathletics, Literacy Pro and Bug Club as well as external
presenter Alison Palmer’s talk on “Healthy Eating for
Active Minds”. Parents were provided with resource packs
which can be used at home to replicate some of the
activities undertaken in classrooms. We noted great
involvement in the interactive workshop and thank
parents for their time in exploring ways of helping their
children at home. Parents are also reminded that tutorials
for parents are available on Thursdays from 3:45 –
4:30pm. These sessions are for individual parents who
would like to discuss key concepts that their children are
struggling with. Resources and web-links will be provided
for additional support. For booking please contact the
school office.
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that was covered on this day by Dr Abdul Gaffar. Students
also had the opportunity to meet and greet Hazem El
Masri who highlighted the importance of active lifestyle.
To inculcate these key ideas into regular habit, parents are
encouraged to ensure students are provided with lunch
packs that include fruit, vegetables and sugary drinks are
replaced by water.

Health and Safety Day
Students participated in a fun and interactive day, focusing
on the importance of Health and Safety on the 5th of April.
The key message for the students is that a healthy body
will help to have an active mind and this is supported by
research. A number of guest speakers, including Senior
Constable Watson from Liverpool Police addressed the
Years Five and Six students on Cyber Safety and Cecilia Hua
from the South East Health District focused on Healthy
Lunch boxes for Years K-6. Dental Health is another topic
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Parent-Teacher Interviews
Primary students have just completed Term One
Assessments and teachers are in the process of doing
analysis in order to provide effective feedback to the
parents. Parent - Teacher interview for Primary is
scheduled for Wednesday 11th of April from 4:00 – 6:00
pm in the school hall. These sessions not only provide an
opportunity to celebrate the success of the students, it is a
vital means of forming parent-teacher partnership to
support students’ areas of need that became evident from
the recent exams. All parents are encouraged to support
their children by attending these sessions and discussing
ways of addressing the learning needs of their child (ren).
The upcoming school holidays will provide ample time to
“catch-up” with concepts and enable children to engage in
wider reading, using public libraries for research on term
two topics and visiting educational places such as
museums to develop their general knowledge.

Mathletics on a daily basis. Currently students who are
pro-actively engaged are Sameer Rezaie on 1st place, Amir
Khan on 4th place and Essa Hijazi on 5th position on the
Mathletics Hall of Fame. Congratulations to Year 6R for
being ranked 4th in Australia’s Top 50 Classes!

Student – Parent Portal and Dojo Reward System
The Student – Parent Portal is a new system embraced by
GVIC to allow parents to access vital information about
their children. This portal provides parents with
information about their children’s reports, grades, wellbeing, online timtables and attendance records. Teachers
can also communicate with parents regarding deadlines,
homework, assignments and reminders. It is highly
confidential and only the parent of the child can access
their child’s information.
Dojo System, on the other hand serves two-fold purpose,
it allows two way communication between parents and
teachers. Parents can send their concern via Dojo and
expect the class teacher to respond ASAP. The teacher
may communicate urgent matters via Dojo for parent to
respond when possible. Dojo reward system is also used
for positive reinforcement as GVIC is a Positive Behaviour
Support School. Teachers have been discouraged from
using Dojo for negative incidences as for such cases face to
face meetings are more effective.

Some of the other outstanding Mathletics achievers in the
top 100 students’ list are:
Mohammed Ilyan Yunus (5R), Taha Syed (4B), Mahmoud H
(4B), Jacob El Haddad (5B), Sarah Khatib (5B), Ahmad Al
Obaydeh (5B), Hajar El Safadi (5B), Ameer Zakzouk (5B),
Abdulrahman (6R), Uzair (6R), Omar Hachem (6R), Taha M
(6R), Naayel M (6R), Kamel E (6R) and Ameen K (6R).

Mathletics
Students have been actively involved in this e-learning tool
and we are currently seeing their remarkable
achievement. This is not only reflected on the Mathletics
Hall of Fame but evident through their improvement in
Mathematics performance and assessment in school.
Parents are encouraged to motivate their children to use
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ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Payment of School Fees
Schools fees for Term Two are as follows:
Primary - $350
Junior Secondary - $400
Senior Secondary - $535
School fees for Term 2 are due by Friday, 18 May and
we appreciate prompt payment of school fees. School
fees can be paid by cash, EFT (in person or over the
phone) and BPAY. A fee statement will be sent to you
shortly which will include your unique Reference
Number and our Biller Code which is 255943. Please
enter this Reference Number to ensure that the
payment is correctly allocated to your child's account.
We encourage all parents to utilise the Bpay payment
facility.

Payments for Excursions and Subscriptions
As you are aware the school has been adding excursion
and subscription charges to your family fee account.
Please note that payment for excursions will be added
to your family fee account after the excursion date and
after confirmation from the teacher. For each excursion
you will be required to give signed permission for your
child to attend the excursion as well as for the school to
add the excursion fee to the family fee account.
Payments for family fee accounts can be made to the
school office, over the phone or via Bpay.
School Holidays
The Administration Office will be closed from 16 April to
20 April and will be open in the second week of the
school holidays should you have any queries.
Mr Shamsher Ali
Acting Principal
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