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November
24 Parents’ Workshop
(Reading/
Comprehension)
28 Swimming classes start

December
06 Pre Kindy (Last Session)
08 Year 6 Graduation
12 Kindergarten Annual
Presentation
13 Primary (Years 1-6)
Annual Award
Ceremony
16 Last day of school for
students

Deputy Principal’s Message
Parents as primary educators can benefit from being updated with the changes in
the curriculum made by BOSTES (Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational
Standards). Primary students will be introduced to Geography in 2017. It is important that parents are aware of the fact that Geography has not been a separate
subject in primary education in Australia for fifty years. There are many avenues via
which parental involvement will facilitate the smooth transition of this subject into
the primary educational system. Parents are encouraged to guide their children to
use the suggested Geography experiences listed below.
According to the syllabus document, Geography is the study of places and the relationships between people and their environments. It integrates knowledge from natural sciences, social sciences and humanities to build a holistic understanding of
the world. Geography emphasises the role, function and importance of the environment in supporting human life from local to global scales. The study of Geography
enables students to become active, responsible and informed citizens able to evaluate the opinions of others and express their own ideas and arguments. Parents
can help to develop their children’s inquiry approach by encouraging them to explain patterns and evaluate consequences.
Geography, like any other subject has its own technical language or terminology.
For success in this key learning area (KLA), students require a wide range of KLA
specific vocabulary, a set of accurate observational skills and a level of literacy that
can help them to communicate their thoughts in an articulate manner.
Children draw on their prior knowledge and experiences to learn, however the
more words they have at their disposal, the easier and more accurate their expression. As suggested by Butler, John, 2013, PETAA Publication, listed below are experiences and vocabulary that should help.
Geography experiences that are
useful for language development
- Inquiries into issues

A small sample of developing vocabulary through
Geography
Kindergarten- place, earth, globe, map, plan

- Interviews and surveys

Year 1 – weather, seasons, natural, managed,
constructed

- Maps (on paper)
- Digital interactive maps
- Atlases (both print & digital)
- Field trips to new locations
- Globes of the world, websites
- Imaginative and informative texts
- Websites with interactive games
- Educational films and videos

2017 January
30 Kindergartens start
school
31 Years 1-6 start school

- Email contact with distant
children
- Reports of findings

Year 2 – continents, ocean, equator, north and
south poles, tropics, hemispheres
Year 3 – state, territory, border, capital city,
mountain range, plain, river valley, desert
Year 4 – coastal, river basin, alpine, raw materials, wastes, rainforest, savannah
Year 5 – topography, relief, environmental
change, residential, retail, industrial, hazard
Year 6 – diversity, life expectancy, per capita
income, South Asia, Indigenous

Kindergarten
We have some exciting news as kindergarten will be going on an
excursion to the Sydney Aquarium on December 1st! Our last excursion was lots of fun, so please make sure that you pay before the
deadline so that your child does not miss out. We have already had
a lot of interest from parents wanting to help out on the day, but we
can only accommodate two parents per class. Parents who attend
excursions must have completed a Working with Children Check,
and these forms are available from our school office and at Service
NSW.
Something else that we are
looking forward to is kindergarten’s presentation day on
December 12th. More details
about this event will be communicated to you soon. We
are planning to host this event
in the morning during the
school day and we would
really love to have as many
parents attend as possible. It is important that we take the time to
celebrate the achievements of our kindergarten students, regardless of who those students belong to. We want our students to be
happy for each other, even if they do not receive an award, and that
starts with us.

Year One
It’s hard to believe that the end of the school year has neared!
The year’s end always brings with it so many achievements! Year
1 has been involved in an enormous number of events and activities – from the Teddy Bear Picnic and Walk Safely to School Day
at the start of the year, through to the Taronga Zoo excursion, Eid
Hat Parade and Character Parade. Of course, we can’t forget the
tremendous amount of learning that has taken place during the
year. Throughout all of these activities our students have demonstrated great character! It has been pleasant to see the students
grow this year and prepare themselves for Year 2, and we are
excited to see them all return in the new year. Have a happy and
safe summer!

Lastly, we would like to say
thank you to all of the parents
and guardians from our kindergarten community. Together we have been able to
support our students in developing the foundation skills of
literacy and numeracy, and in
taking their first steps at big
school.

Year Two

Year Three

What a fantastic year it has been! Year 2 has embarked on a long

We are drawing close to the end of 2016 and it has been an efficacious year for all of us. Year 3 students are very eager and
looking forward to the excursion to Hyde Park in Sydney to visit
the ANZAC Memorial. The topic for History/English this term is
“Celebrations and Commemorations”. The excursion will help to
foster relevant learning experiences for students in developing an
understanding of ANZAC Day and Australian celebrations. Students would participate in programs at the ANZAC Memorial.

journey from wet and dry environments to transport then into the
country of Malaysia and now we’re in the past. Our students lived
in the era of the 18 and 19 hundreds while on our trip to the NSW
School House Museum. What an amazing expedition it was! Lots
of learning has taken place this term leading up to their assessments and we wish our Year 2 students all the luck that they need
to do well in their exams. Good luck Year 2! It has been a fabulous
year with our Year 2 classes and we wish you all the best in your
NAPLAN next year!

Students had a fabulous time in the science lab participating in
numerous experiments based on “Heat” as the topic for Science
is “Feeling Hot! Hot! Hot!”.
For PDH students made fantastic posters on “Water Safety”. It is
very pleasing to note we have endowed students who did magnificent jobs in concocting power point slides on Water Safety and
presenting it to the class.
Last but not the least, the following students have excelled in
Matheletics and have being on the “Hall of Fame” of Mathletics for
the past weeks. These students are Rayhan 3R, Essa 3R,
Ammaar 3R, Amir 3B and Manahil 3G.
All the best to the students for their holidays.

Year Five

Year Four
What a term… and we have yet to reach the finish line!
The highlight of Term 4 was undoubtedly the fantastic Athletics Sports
Carnival held at the beginning of the term. Students had an opportunity
to excel on the sports field – be it as a competitor or a supporter.
Congratulations to all the Year 4 students who won a ribbon for their
house!

Year 5 students have been working hard this term. They have been
putting in lots of extra work and effort to ensure top grades in their end
of year exams.
During English lessons the students have been transported to ‘The Gold
Fields’ through the book ‘A Banner Bold’. The students were extremely
horrified about the conditions the workers endured and used their persuasive writing skills to demand improvements to the environment.
The students have flourished during maths lessons. They are now
demonstrating plenty of independent thinking and because of this are
able to solve numerous problem solving activities.
Also during the term students have studied many other exciting topics.
In Science we have been learning about the weather and natural disasters. Students have been fully engaged in this and have even started to
take an interest in the topic outside of school. History has also involved
plenty of research into Colonisation and how Australia became the
federation it is today.
We have watched all children grow and develop in such a positive way
throughout the term. They have enjoyed their learning and will leave
Year 5 as fully-rounded individuals.

The remainder of the term was devoted to improving academic performance in preparation for the final yearly assessments. Well done to 4G
and 4B for having the most Mathletics certificates for the year!
Hearty congratulations to the winners in the Quran Competition:
Ibrahim Dannaoui, Hafsa Ali, Zainab Abu-Mellal and Layal El-Samman.
You made us proud!
We wish all our students well in the up-coming assessments and know
that perseverance and hard work will ensure academic success. May you
have a safe and happy holiday!

Year Six
Term 4 has been another busy term for Year 6 this year. We would like to thank all the parents for their
support during the Term 3 holidays, bringing their children for the GAT classes and also for the Tuesday
afternoon sessions. Now that GAT exams are over, students are busy with the early exams. The highlight
for the Year 6 students is the Graduation at The Skyview Reception on the 8th of December in Week 9. We
look forward to seeing you there looking your very best.
We also wish our Year 6 students all the very best for next year!
“Doing the best at this moment puts you in the best place for the next moment.” – Oprah Winfrey

The Multilit Program
The Multilit Program is a one-on-one
evidence based literacy initiative to
improve reading skills. It targets
word decoding strategies and has
proven to be effective at Green Valley Islamic College.
I am very proud of all the students
who have successfully completed
and benefitted from this program.
This has dramatically enhanced their
level of confidence and self esteem.
Wishing all my students the very best
with their school work for many
years ahead.
Ms Elkhodr

Sport
Athletics Carnival
Thank you to all of the parents, teachers and students who attended the annual athletics carnival. Congratulations to the Red
House who were crowned as the 2016 champions.
Swimming
Years 2, 4, and 6 will be attending swimming lessons in week 8. Parents are to ensure that all of their child’s belongings are
clearly labelled with their name and class. Parents are to also ensure that their child has correct swim wear, sunscreen, a water
bottle, and a healthy snack. Please make sure that they have a separate bag to place their wet clothing and towel for when they
return to school.
Did you know?
Sedentary living causes over 20 different health problems including heart disease, type 2 diabetes and some cancers. Obesity
can make nine different conditions worse including chronic back pain and stroke. Get active and stay healthy these summer
holidays!
Message from the sports committee
2016 was a great year and we hope to bring more and exciting events in 2017 Inshallah. Stay safe and active these long school
holidays, from Ms Hijazi, Ms Woodward, Ms Raad, Ms Kabbout, Ms Mokachar, Mr Ziyaad and Mr Dannaoui.

Quran Competition Winners 2016

