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In This Issue

Assalamu Alaykum 

As this eventful term comes to a close, can I begin by

extending my thanks to all parents, staff, students and

stakeholders for working so stringently to make the

learning process at Green Valley Islamic College

successful, even in these trying times. In what are

unprecedented restrictions, our staff have continued to

make the learning process as interactive and engaging as

ever, our students have continued to work diligently and

our parents have supported the transition to digital

learning whole heartedly. Thank you all for your

cooperation and for making this school term a success,

despite it's challenges. 

The College is proud to announce that it has received

funding to undertake a research project with the sole

purpose of understanding the underlying factors leading

to disadvantage in the classroom and with a view to

improving the learning process to allow for more

engaging, effective and interactive teaching and learning.

The study will attempt to identify factors that discourage

the full participation of girls in both existing teaching

practices and in the new curriculum under development.

In doing this, it will seek to provide the impetus for the 

 school to correct the potential and unperceived 
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disadvantages that girls who attend our College may face

on a day to day basis. The project will also seek to

provide a supportive female network of teachers and

peers through the establishment of an after school

fundraising club. The purpose of this club is to engage

the girls attending the school and to provide

opportunities (for learning about fundraising and design

projects) which will benefit them. It will build on ideals

such as social bonding whilst placing emphasis on their

wellbeing and principles such as gender equity. I would

like to congratulate Ms Fiona Robbie for securing the

grant and wish her and her team the best of luck whilst

completing this project.

I am also proud to announce that the College has been

chosen as one, of a select few to participate in a round

table talk with The Association of Heads of Independent 

 Schools Australia (AHISA) . Accompanied by some of the

largest independent schools in Australia, we will be

presenting a table talk on the topic 'Social Justice in an

Abhorrently Flawed System', discussing the underlying

factors contributing to the stark disparity in

results/opportunities propagated by students in

disadvantaged areas, compared to those in more affluent

suburbs. To that effect, we will seek to outline the need

for equity and fairness in providing more opportunities

for students in disadvantaged suburbs.

Furthermore, the College wishes to announce that it will

be distributing/providing all students from Years 7-12,

electronic devices in the year 2022. If the COVID-19

pandemic has shone a light on anything, it is the

importance of technology in the learning process. We

understand that technology plays a pivotal role in

facilitating the process of effective and efficient teaching

and learning and so the decision has been made to equip

our students with the technology necessary to stimulate

their learning experience as best as possible. 

An affordable technology levy will be

charged as a result of this which will

not only encompass the device itself,

but the plethora of hardware and

software licenses necessary to provide

our students with the requisite tools to

excel. Our move to digital learning has

been enormously successful thus far

and I trust that parents and

stakeholders will agree that technology

will continue to play a pivotal role in

shaping the future of tomorrow.

As well as this, parents are reminded

that as the school continues to operate

and teaching/learning takes place,

school fees must be paid. We

understand that in light of these

unprecedented circumstances, that

parents may face difficulty and as

such, encourage parents who are not

able to pay fees to make contact with

the College.

Additionally, parents are reminded

that the College continues to act on

instruction from the state government

and local authorities. With regards to a

potential re-opening of the College in

Term 4, parents will be advised when

the College receives concrete

confirmation from the NSW

Government.

I want to once again reiterate my

thanks to all stakeholders for their

hard work this term. I hope that you

all enjoy a restful break and come back

in Term 4 ready and raring to go!
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Dear Parents/Guardians

Assalamu Alaykum,

As we come to the end of another school term which has

been a very unprecedented one, I would like to give my

heartfelt thanks to the school’s leadership team for the

continued visionary guidance. Furthermore, the parents

for their ongoing support and trust you have shown us,

and the teachers who have demonstrated resilience and

adopted new teaching methods like virtual classrooms. I

extend my gratitude and appreciation to our students as

learners who have soldiered on with the changing times.

We are incredibly impressed with all your efforts to

engage in these difficult times. It must be recognised

that with all the disruption of the year our students have

performed magnificently. They are a credit to their

parents, carers, and community.  

This past term has taught us many lessons, and one of

the great lessons has been adapting to changing times.

We have had the privilege to continue learning, and we

promise to keep doing so. Classic examples were the

online HSC trial examinations and the Year 11

examinations. I congratulate our Year 11 and 12 students

who completed these examinations incident-free. We

also did not let anything get in the way to hinder Subject

Selection for our current Year 10 cohort – hence, an

information evening was organised on Wednesday, 1st

September at 7 pm. A range of additional subjects will be

introduced in 2022, and all the information in relation

to this can be found on a dedicated intranet, Sharepoint,

named Year 11 Pathways Hub.  

 

 

Secondary Report
Mr Davindar Singh 

Deputy Principal Operations

I wish all students and families an
enjoyable term break and look
forward to your return next term.   
When we return for the final school
term of 2021, let us do so with the
focus and discipline that strives to
achieve our very best in all things. 
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 Assalamu Alaykum

The last few weeks of Term Three have
been a demanding time for Stage 6
collectively. But, as usual, the students
have battled on displaying exceptional
resilience. The Year 12 cohort have
completed their online trials, and Year 11
are in the process of doing their final
examinations.  
 
All students have demonstrated a natural
aptitude and a remarkable level of
adaptability for online examinations. 

Students are supported by their Stage 6
teachers in overcoming any obstacles to
achieve their prescribed outcomes. We
advise that the cohort seek clarification
from their teachers if their exam
feedback needs further elaboration. 
 
Mr. Haris and I applaud your efforts in
completing the examinations. However,
we also recommend that you ensure that
you maintain a good balance between
your schoolwork and your physical and
mental health. Perhaps students could
create and adhere to a study timetable
that schedules frequent breaks.  
 
It is imperative to maintain a good
healthy diet and a reasonable level of
physical activity.  

Please do contact Mr. Haris or me if you
need support.  

 

Assalamu Alaykum 

Thank you to all students who have been
coming online. I know these are
challenging times for our students and
families, but I would like to say a great
job, everyone.

The weather is starting to warm up
outside; please engage in regular and
active exercise to stay healthy. Do take
breaks from electronic devices and, most
importantly, stay safe and healthy.  
 
Although it is important to take care of
your physical health, you also need to
think about your mental health. If you
need to take to someone, you can always
reach out to your teachers, and we are
available. 

Once again, please keep yourself, your
family, and our community safe! 
 

Secondary Report
Ms Noor Shah

Stage 6 Adviser

Secondary Report
Ms Jia Lu Pan

Stage 4 Adviser



“Year 12 Students will continue to have online lessons up to the 29th of October and students are
encouraged to attend all their classes to be thoroughly prepared for their HSC Examination as our
Year 12 teachers continue to provide valuable lessons and strategies to facilitate the advancement
of students’ skills and knowledge.  

Year 12 Graduation Ceremony for 2021 which was initially planned for mid-September has been
postponed to 9th December but still depends on the easement of restriction.  

Wishing all teachers and students a safe and restful holiday and hope to see everyone back next
term refreshed and rejuvenated to tackle the challenges of the last quarter of 2021. As the Quran
simplifies that with every hardship there is ease. 
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Secondary Report
Ms Saireen Hussain 

Deputy Principal Teaching and Learning

Dear Parents/Guardians  

Assalamu Alaykum 

As we grapple with the uncertainties of time, I believe at Green Valley Islamic College we teachers
and students have done an awesome job with the changing paradigm of online teaching and
learning. This was only possible by the determination and courage demonstrated by all which
resonates with what has been stated by the poet Maya Angelou, “Courage is the most important of
all the virtues because, without courage, you can't practice any other virtue consistently.”  

I would like to acknowledge the dedication of all high school teachers in bringing some sort of
normality in the life of our students by continuing with facilitating the learning process through
teaching, issuing quality assessment tasks, and providing valuable feedback. Science, Literacy, and
Numeracy Day activities also enriched the experiences.  

The College would also like to extend its gratitude towards Year 12 parents in assisting in the
implementation of the HSC online trial Examination in these challenging times. The collaboration
of the teachers, parents, and students has resulted in GVIC successfully completing the trials which
have empowered the students to reflect on their time management and knowledge application skills
and be better prepared for HSC.  
 



Dear Parents/Guardians 
 

Assalamu Alaykum 
 

Alhamdulillah, students have demonstrated great resilience, as evident
from their receptive approach and active participation in remote

learning, despite the challenges posed by the pandemic. They have been
diligently completing the set tasks that have been designed by our

extremely hard-working teachers. The students have developed better
coping skills and improved remarkably in the area of Information and

Technology. They have discovered various ways of communicating and
submitting assigned work through online platforms. Students readily

sought one-to-one attention with their teachers through online chat via
MS TEAMS and their wonderful class teachers facilitated this process. It

was also pleasing to be informed that those students who were hesitant to
engage in oral interactions in class, spoke freely during remote learning

as it gave them the flexibility to be in a learning environment where
there was no peer pressure or distraction. Students have experienced

how to collaborate online to complete group work, a skill that they would
have probably come across later in their education journey and they

have come out with flying colours. 
 

The strong foundation for remote learning is being set up by the
splendid group of teachers at our school and my sincere thanks go out to
them. They have had to make many sacrifices in terms of the time spent

crafting engaging and innovative lessons for remote learning. They,
themselves being parents have had to prioritise and focus on their

teaching from home. While most of their resources are at school, they
have had to ensure each lesson is appropriately resourced for effective

teaching. It is wonderful to acknowledge that they have taken their
responsibility regarding the duty of care very seriously as daily contact is
made with the students to check on their well-being and they have kept
regular records to ensure all students are given equal opportunity and
attention. Student attendance is monitored daily and contact is made

with parents if the students miss out on any session. Teachers have had
very emotional discussions when reporting on families who are affected

by this pandemic, and it is heart-wrenching to feel so helpless in the
current situation.  
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Primary Report
Ms Samina Ali 

Deputy Principal Primary



GVIC VOICE |  ISSUE 00607

While we celebrate the success of students, it is
imperative that I acknowledge the effort of the
parents. For remote learning first and foremost, the
biggest contributors are the parents as without their
hard work implementation of planned lessons would
not have been successful. Research has also shown
that parental engagement in students’ learning is a
huge catalyst in improving students’ performance. 
 Parents as primary educators have shown superb
skills and effort and I thank them wholeheartedly.
Through my personal experience, I was given the
analogy that the parent-child relationship is like the
bow and arrow – the direction that parents give will
shape the child, and truly it is evident that our parents
have amazingly guided the students. Consideration
has been given to the fact that parents may have
improvised resources, made huge sacrifices in terms
of time and financial struggles, may Allah SWT
reward them immensely for this. Please rest assured
that your investment in your children will be very
fruitful as you will witness how they will bloom into
great individuals who will be creative and critical
citizens. 

Moving further, I would like to reflect on those
“accidental teaching moments” that the mothers of
our students had shared through a Parents’ Workshop
at the school in the past. Involving children in the
daily chores provide many opportunities to develop
students’ understanding in many key learning areas.
The hands-on approach is paramount in enhancing
the skills and attitude of our students. Such examples
include various ways of reinforcing concepts using
items at home, including involving children to
measure ingredients for baking or cooking, locating
3D shapes around the home, discussing analog or
digital time, playing shopping games, and maths
problem solving using seeds, pasta, etc. An effective
way of developing the understanding of the times
table is to ask the students to count in groups of twos,
threes, and so on.

 If you have gardens at home, let them arrange plants
in rows or groups, which further facilitates
understanding of multiplication and division. 

Opportunities to teach Literacy at home are
numerous as well. Skills in Reading and Writing can
be reinforced through reading signs when going for a
walk or drive, making labels for items at home,
sending messages to grandparents, reading or writing
recipes for mums, and writing shopping lists. One of
the types of text that students are taught at school is
procedure and this is easily taught when they observe
their mum’s cooking and list down the steps to show
the sequential process. Recounts of actions at home
help the students to reflect on the task in the order it
happened while reasoning out key concerns helps
them on writing expositions. 
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Students benefit from time spent outdoors as it
helps them to be active and away from screen
time. 

At school students had access to the school garden
for their lesson on where their food comes from
or seeing how plants grow. The same can be
replicated at home, even using small pots for
growing strawberries or their favourite sunflower.
They can measure the growth of the plant and
learn to keep records of the growth. As they take
care of the plant, they learn what the plant needs
to grow. Students have taken interest in the
“Crunch & Sip” program at school that gave them
fruit breaks. Allowing them to eat the vegetables
that they grow helps to develop life-long skills of
eating healthy organic food. 

Perhaps the greatest lesson that we can learn
during such unprecedented times is having
tawakkul as it is stated in the Holy Quran (65:3),
“And whosoever puts the trust in Allah SWT, then
He will suffice him.”  

Finally, I would like to share an adapted story
about the four candles.
 
Four candles slowly burned. The ambiance was so
soft that one could almost hear them talking. The
first candle said, “I am Peace! The world is full of
anger and fighting. Nobody can keep me lit.”
Then the flame of Peace went out completely.
The second candle said, “I am Faith! I am no
longer indispensable. It doesn’t make sense that I
stay lit another moment.” Just then a breeze softly
blew Faith’s flame. Sadly, the third candle began
to speak. “I am Love. People don’t understand my
importance so they simply put me aside. They
even forget to love those who are nearest to
them.” And waiting no longer, Love’s flame went
out. Suddenly, a child entered the room and saw
the three unlit candles. “Why aren’t you burning.
You are supposed to stay lit till the end.” The
fourth candle answered: “Don’t be afraid, I am
Hope! While I am still burning, we can re-light
the other candles.” With shining eyes, the child
took the Candle of Hope and lit the other candles.
The greatest of these is love but the flame of hope
should never go out of your life! 

With hope, each one of us can live with Peace,
Faith, and Love. 
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Associate Deputy
Principal Report

Ms Ifroza Anwar
Wellbeing, Curriculum & Assessment

Guidance for students through videos in Virtual
assembly 
Learning support and intervention programs 
Booked counselling sessions within a short time
frame  
Check-in calls for anyone who tested positive
with Covid-19 
Food packs delivered 
Monitoring of online learning 
Amendments to assessments to ensure students
were not under undue stress 

Cyberbullying  
Being safe online 
Sharing personal information 
Internet and Law  

Term 3 has been challenging in more ways than
one. As a newly appointed Associate Deputy
Principal Wellbeing, Curriculum, and Assessment, it
could not have been better timed as more and more
students reached out to us.  

We have been focussed on assisting students and
families to deal with online and to cope with the
challenges that are facing them. This has been done
through:  

R U OK? Day

While we believe and enforce that R U OK concepts
should be a daily part of our life, this year we took
the initiative of teaching our students from K – 12
how to approach and connect with people around
us. This was met with an overwhelming response
from our students, parents, and staff.

Our next event is the National Child Protection
Week. The theme is “every child, in every
community, needs a fair go.” There will be webinars
presented through e-safety commissioner website to
raise awareness on key issues such as:

 
 
As a team, we will continue to deliver more of these
activities to enhance the wellbeing and growth
mindsets of our students 
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Associate Deputy Principal Report
Ms Nuraan Samodien

Assessment, Curriculum, Faith & Australian Islamic Identity

Praise be to Allah for our health and wellbeing. May the Almighty put patience
in our hearts as we witness this current pandemic. May He grant the ill shifa’a

(good health) and swift recovery. To the families who have lost loved ones, may
Allah grant them Jannatul Firdous Insha’Allah ameen.  

Assessment
(Primary) 

 
A unanimous

decision was made
to exclude formal
assessments for

Primary students
during this term,

given the situation
with COVID and

the adverse effects
on various families.
On return, in Term
4, an evaluation of
content grasping,
and retention will

be taken to
account, and

formal assessment
protocols will then
be reconsidered.

However, teachers
are informally

assessing students
to gauge the

current planning of
lessons and pacing

in the online
learning space. 

Curriculum
(Primary) 

GVIC continues its
‘deep learning’

journey and has since
strongly instilled the

philosophy into
teachers and how
they teach, which

seeps into the quality
learning that students

are experiencing.
Teachers are

becoming facilitators
of learning to allow
students to explore
their curiosity and

enhance their
independence.

Beyond the deep
learning curricula,

the College is
introducing more

digital programs like
learning to film and
creating storyboards,
then bringing these

to light in a
computerised or
animated way.   

Faith 
 
 

The most
important part of
my role, I believe,

is ensuring that
our religious

values are always
upheld, respected,
and honoured. A
faith action plan
was prepared by

me and the newly
appointed College

Chaplain, Mr.
Tanzeel Haider.

Three key features
of our focus are to
ensure that ‘faith’

is prioritised at
GVIC through the
critical elements

below 

Australian Identity 
 
 

Our students must
take on key
Australian

characteristics like
equality, individual

liberty, tolerance, the
rule of law, and

mutual respect. These
traits surround our
character and make

us well-rounded
Muslim Australians.
In Term 3, students

honed in on equality
and mutual respect
predominantly. In

the ‘equality’ learning
experiences, students

learned that
individuals in

Australia are all given
a ‘fair go’ with none
prioritised over the

other because of their
faith, ethnicity, or

gender. The ‘mutual
respect’ lessons

engaged students in
thinking about how
this trait works best
when it is a two-way

practice.      
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Associate Deputy Principal Report
Ms Fiona Robbie

Student Attainment & Progress

As an Associate Deputy Principal, one of my functions is to help progress programs and
initiatives that benefit our school from K-12. We have recently been exploring ways to
increase engagement, study patterns, and practices around teaching and learning and make
continual positive changes in all aspects of education at GVIC.  

This week, my fantastic news is that my proposal for a School-based Research Project that I
submitted to the AIS was accepted. We are the first Islamic school to receive this funding.  

GVIC will now receive funding of almost $100,000 to support this project: “Implementing
classroom practices that do not disadvantage girls in co-educational Islamic schools.” I will
be working with an enthusiastic team to ensure positive outcomes for our girls in Years 5
and 6 over two years. We will research and implement new programs, design surveys about
learning, and create new clubs for girls to participate in and thrive.  

In other news, I am continuing to teach my Literacy Support group students as part of
a COVID Intensive Learning Support Program. The students in these groups enjoy
learning about text analysis, which assists them in becoming better readers and writers.
The CILSP also runs Numeracy and Literacy Support groups in both Primary and
High School.  

Student engagement, being a key factor in my teaching aims, has recently led me to
start a Creative Club for imaginative, creative students in Years 5 and 6. The students
primarily run this club by themselves, challenging each other with weekly themes,
giving each additional praise and positive feedback, and sharing our new lockdown
hobbies.  

I am so proud of their efforts and motivation in beginning new inspiring activities to
share with others! Student leadership at its best!    

I have also been involved in Deep Learning, the program through which we will
improve student engagement and refine our future programs, to include more
inquiry and student-inspired content.   

The idea of enhancing one’s CHARACTER is extremely important for anyone
who has ever wanted to achieve more, be more, and have a more beneficial
impact on others in our country, community, and family life. GVIC’s
CHARACTER pad includes concepts such as Charity, Honesty, Ambition,
Resilience, Analytical, Communication, Teamwork, Enrichment, and Reflection.
My involvement includes integrating ideas relating to CHARACTER with our
focus on Deep Learning.   
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Kindergarten Report
Ms Randa El Kassir

150 Kindergarten students have become very tech-
savvy using Microsoft TEAMS and completing their
work on OneNote. 

Kindergarten teachers have been attentive to the
diverse needs of our students and parents alike.  

Teachers conduct a daily well-being session and
explain and teach the daily Key Learning Areas to the
students by using a range of fun and educational
resources to instil a love of learning regardless of the
mode. 

Many parents are becoming very familiar with using
OneNote and have dedicated their time to assisting
their children to become autonomous learners in
their online learning.  

Kindergarten was the first grade to make a
PowerPoint to showcase their remarkable book
character costumes worn by our charismatic
Kindergarteners in the Primary virtual assembly.
Kindergarten students actively participated in the
Livestream webinar of Book Week on Monday, 30
August 2021. 

They also participated in R U OK? Day on
Wednesday 8th September 2021 Day. Students had
an open discussion with their class teachers and
completed fun activities that reinforced the
program's purpose.  

A big thank you to the Kindergarten team for
working tirelessly to assist parents and students
throughout these unprecedented times.   
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Year 1 Report
Ms Fauzia Shareek

We hope you and your families are doing well
and keeping safe during these challenging times.
As we come to the end of Term 3 2021, with all of
us now remote learners, we have been reflecting
on the tremendous amount of learning in our
online TEAMS classes every day. Never in our
wildest imagination did we ever think for a
moment that we would be teaching remotely for
most of this term. The Year 1 teachers have been
working very hard to ensure that quality
worksheets and activities are available to the
students, keeping our young minds engaged. 

We have daily online lessons for an hour where
the teachers check on their students’ wellbeing
and go through the lessons in class Notebook.
Teachers explain concepts and go through daily
tasks that are to be completed. A small group of
students also participate in small groups with
support teachers. 

These online classes also provide opportunities
for students to share any interesting news,
drawings, books they have read, talk to their
friends, and ask questions. There is also time for
teachers to read or watch stories online, which
brings a sense of normality for our young
students who enjoy sharing news. 

We have been learning about Procedures and
Narratives in English. For Maths, we have
completed the following topics- Area, 3D Space,
Volume and Capacity, Time and are currently
working on Multiplication and Division. Science
was all about experiments involving different
materials which could be combined,
manipulated, or changed. In Creative Arts, we
learned about the different elements of dance
and movement. In History, our focus was on the
past and the present, where we looked at
technology, communications, cultural event, and
transport. Our PDH topic looked at the different
ways we look after ourselves. 

The Year 1 Teachers would like to thank all the
parents for allowing our students to participate in
the online classes daily and encouraging them to
complete the online work assigned to them.
Thank you for supporting our students. We miss
them. We cannot wait to see them in Term 4.
Insha Allah.  
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Year 2 Report
Year 2 Teachers

Assalamu Alaykum 

We acknowledge this term has been
challenging for everyone, and we applaud the
amazing efforts displayed by all students and
parents to ensure quality learning during these
difficult times. The current circumstances have
immensely impacted our daily lives, but
together we all adapted to the situation and,
most importantly, ensured we stayed
connected. Making a transition from face-to-
face to remote learning was initially not easy
for younger students, but parents worked
cooperatively with teachers to make it possible.
The presence of parents, ensuring their
children are present online, and assisting them
with their work is incredibly inspiring. 
  
We incorporated interactive quizzes,
educational games, video clips, well-being
activities, and active discussions during online
lessons to create an engaging learning
environment for students. More so, positive
reinforcements such as awarding students with
virtual certificates encouraged productive
learning and increased active participation for
online tasks.  

All Grade 2 teachers sincerely thank every
parent for their ongoing and excellent support.
May Almighty give us patience and strength to
cope with this difficult time. 
 

Assalamu Alaykum

Hope everyone is doing well! 

Term 3 had been a very challenging term
for all of us. Students had been very busy
doing online learning, and teachers put
their best efforts into delivering the
programs most creatively and effectively.
Though students have missed their
classrooms, they were always eager to join
their TEAMS classes, looking forward to
meeting their friends and teachers.   

The lessons delivered were always very
interactive and embedded with quizzes,
Kahoot, class discussions, and group work
through breakout rooms.  Students shared
their experiments, PowerPoint
presentations, and assignments with the
class.  

Parents were emailed with their child’s
virtual certificate, as teachers wanted to
show appreciation for their students’
regular attendance and performances in
class. It is amazing to see how students have
been very creative with presenting
PowerPoint slides and uploading their work
in class files. It is fabulous to see how
students quickly adapt to the current
learning environment around them by
sticking to their daily timetable routine.  

Thank you to the wonderful parents who
have continued to support their children
through this difficult time.   

Year 3 Report
Ms Rehana Ali
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We are already towards the end of Term 3,
and I would like to take this opportunity to
thank my grade partners for delivering
remarkable learning experiences to our
students through Microsoft Teams. Each day
Year 4 teachers engaged with the students via
Teams for two and half hours to support their
learning and check on their well-being.
Working through this platform is a new
experience for Year 4 students, and I’m glad
to see that the students have embraced the
new ways of learning quite skilfully.   

This term, Year 4 learned about geology,
carried out research on the sustainability of
the environment, wrote book reviews, and
displayed empathy and respect towards other
cultures. Students further portrayed their
creativity by designing wonderful short
animations using PowerPoint.  

Even though our students are learning
remotely due to the current pandemic, their
learning hasn’t been restricted. We witnessed
our students participating in various
extracurricular activities with Public
Speaking, Character Parade, and R U OK?
celebrations being some of them. For Book
Week, teachers and students had a wonderful
time dressing up as their favourite book
characters, and our students contributed
through activities such as games, art, and
quizzes.   

We hope these restrictions ease soon and we
can return to face-to-face teaching. On this
note, I would also like to thank the parents
and carers for supporting the learning from
home. This journey wouldn’t have been
possible without you. 

Year 4 Report
Ms Sonia Hussain

Year 5 Report
Ms Nazeea Dean

Assalamu Alaykum

The pandemic has brought many struggles,
worries, and uncertainties but has opened new
avenues for many. Teaching and learning are
one of them.   

Term 3 was a learning experience for all of us.
Many teachers embraced the new learning
platform, explored new and exciting
possibilities, and creatively impart knowledge
to our avid learners. We saw our students
transitioning from booklets to class notebooks
via MS TEAMS. 

Our 21st-century tech-savvy generation
willingly incorporated innovative and exciting
digital classrooms into their living rooms and
gave teaching and learning a new definition.
The virtual classroom enabled students to
cuddle under blankets with breakfast in hand
during class discussions, maths problem
solving, studying animal and plant
adaptations, and many more activities.   

The limitations caused by the lockdown failed
to limit our learners as they went above and
beyond to bring book characters alive on
screens and put together a show for our
virtual assembly. The teachers will offer
continual support for their students' learning,
just like how our parents and school support
us.  

 As Dr. Seuss says, "I will TEACH you in a
ROOM, I will teach you now on ZOOM, I will
teach you in a HOUSE, I will teach you with
my MOUSE, I will teach you HERE or
THERE, I will teach because I CARE." 

Waslaam 



 

We are proud as punch and in awe of how hard our amazing Year 6 students have worked
throughout this term of remote learning. Our focus during this difficult time has been to instil in
students self-discipline, responsibility, and accountability for their education.  

Term 3 has been a challenging, demanding, yet successful term for our year six students. We are
proud to say that we have seen students grow and develop from dependent learners to
independent, responsible students who have embraced their learning, took ownership of their
learning, and extended their knowledge beyond the classroom.    

Research indicates that students learn concepts more deeply when they construct their
understanding through well-orchestrated hands-on activities. This term, Year 6 students worked
on the PDH Project of creating their playable area with a range of physical, social, and mental
benefits.   

For Science, students created slideshows of themselves demonstrating changes in the different
states of matter. Furthermore, students developed their technical skills, using the internet to
broaden their knowledge on Migration and Refugees. Students were able to complete independent
research tasks and generate digital presentations. In Creative Arts, students enjoyed sketching
portraits and still life drawings. A Virtual Week in Canberra - Parliamentary Insider Excursion was
a virtual excursion to the Australian Parliament House, planned through DART learning; it proved
an excellent opportunity for Year 6 to understand the concept of three levels of government.  

Some other highlights of this term were completing PRC Challenge, participation in Book Week
in schools Livestream by Performance Education, and dressing up as their favourite characters.  
 We want to express our sincere thanks to our parents for their continued support in working with
us to optimise their child’s learning experiences in Year 6 during these challenging times. To the
Year 6 students, we would like to thank you for your hard work and for continually striving to be
the very best that you can be. 
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Year 6 Report
Year 6 Teachers
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Head of Department Report
Secondary

English - Ms Nazneen Mohammed
Assalamu Alaykum 

 

“Technology like Art is the soaring exercise of the
human imagination.” Daniel Bell 

The English teachers at Green Valley Islamic
College along with their students adapted to online
learning swiftly this term and as proficient teachers,
they took the challenges of online teaching in their
stride. The quote above aptly describes the English
teachers as each one of the teachers had to create
innovative lessons so that the students would be
engaged online. The essence of a good teacher
teaches and captures the attention of the most
disinterested students in the class regardless of the
mode in which the teaching takes place and the
English teachers did just that………. 

The digital platform is the revolutionary method of
contemporary teaching and Green Valley Islamic
College transformed to this platform earlier this
year and online teaching is now embedded in the
lives of the teachers including the English
Department. 

Reading and writing are two integral key English
skills that the students are improving on this term
and the English teachers are enhancing these skills
in their students and all students from seven to
nine, participate in the online Renaissance
Accelerated Reader program which forms part of
their fortnightly English library classes.  

WORDFLYERS, an online interactive literacy
website is also used by English Teachers in
conjunction with their content teaching, to develop
the literacy skills in their students. Students in Years
seven to ten can readily access this from home
provided internet is available and the school has
graciously paid the subscription for all the students. 

English as a subject is the “Heart” of any school and
the English teachers at Green Valley Islamic College
are quite aware of this and strive to excel in their
teaching and establish a rapturous relationship with
their students. Another essential development at
the school has been the implementation of
Intervention Literacy support classes from Years
seven to ten in Week 8 this term. It is hoped that
these classes will improve the students in their key
literacy skills so that in later years these skills are
enhanced through proficient and outstanding
performances in all key learning areas. 

 

Reiterating the importance of Literacy,
National Literacy week was from 31
August to 4th September. The English
Teachers decided to put together an array
of creative activities online, conducted by
the teachers for the students, on
Wednesday the 1st of September from
roll call to periods one to four.    The
students were also encouraged to dress up
as their favourite book characters. The
activities were: Rollcall Poster
Competition, Kahoot Trivia and Spelling
Bee, Guessing Game, Oratory and Public
speeches, and a guest speaker for Slam
Poetry Performance. Below are some
snapshots of the activities that took place
on the 1st of September: 
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Head of Department Report
Secondary

Languages - Ms Labiba Soueid

Assalamu  Alaykum 

All praises be to Allah (SWT) the most
compassionate and the most merciful. On behalf
of the Languages department, I hope all parents,
students, and teachers are doing well during this
hard, stressful time. Even though Term 3 was
challenging for everyone in our LGA. Allah SWT
mercy, parents’ support together with GVIC
teachers and students’ commitment,
Alhamdulillah, we were able to overcome this
milestone.  

 

The Languages’ department teachers (high and
primary school) worked hard this term to
provide quality work, support students, and
meet deadlines. Languages department high
school teachers worked hard to deliver high-
quality Arabic online lessons and assessments,
follow up on students learning and consistently
give them constructive feedback. Primary
teachers, as well, worked hard and had multiple
online lessons with their allocated classes.
Teachers, in all designated subjects (Quran,
Islamic Studies, and Arabic), were trying to
motivate students to achieve the best learning
outcomes. 

This difficult time will In-Shaa-Allah easy to
overcome while we follow Allah SWT
commands and the teachings of His prophet
Muhammad SAW.  

A kind reminder to all of us: To seek Allah SWT
help, it is very important to maintain our daily
prayers and stay patient. Allah SWT said in
Surah Al Asr: 

o ٍِإنَّ اْإلِنَسانَلَِفي خُْسر o َِواْلَعْصر 
o ِْبر الِحَاِت َوتََواَصْوابِاْلحَقِّ َوتََواَصْوا بِالصَّ  ِإالَّ الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا َوَعِملُوا الصَّ

Wal 'asr, Innal insaana lafee khusr, Illal lazeena
aamanoo wa 'amilus saalihaati wa tawaasaw
bilhaqqi wa tawaasaw bissabr. 

Translation 

By the time (through the Ages), In fact ! Man is in
loss, Except those who have Faith, and do
righteous deeds, and enjoin people in teaching
of Truth, and promote Patience. 

Seek Allah SWT help and sheefaa (cure)
through the recitation of the Quran. Allah
SWT said in Surah Al-Israa 

َونَُنزُِّل ِمَن اْلُقْرآِن َما ُهَو ِشَفاٌء َوَرْحَمٌة لِْلُمْؤِمِنيَن 

 
Wa nunazzilu minal-Qur’ani maa huwa

 shifaa’un wa-raHmatun lil-mu’mineen
 
 

Translation 

And we reveal of the Quran, that which is a
healing and mercy to the believers. 

 
And Finally, making lots of Duaa and Dhikr
is very recommended to seek Allah SWT
help, protection and rahma/mercy. The
following Duaa can be used for protection
against harm and diseases. ‘Uthman bin
‘Affan (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: The Messenger of Allah said, “He
who recites three times every morning and

 :evening
 

بِْسِم هللاَِّ الَِّذي الَ يَُضرُّ َمَع اْسِمِه َشْىٌء ِفي األَْرِض َوالَ ِفي

ِميُع اْلَعِليُم  َماِء َوُهَو السَّ السَّ

 
Bismillahil-ladhi la yadurru ma’as-mihi
shai’un fil-ardi wa la fis-sama’i, wa Huwas-

 Sami’ul-‘Alim
 

In the name of Allah  with Whose Name
nothing on earth or in heaven harms and He
is the All-Hearing the All-Knowing and is
then harmed by anything. 
nothing will harm him.” [Abu Dawud and At-
Tirmidhi] 

 

https://www.prayertimenyc.com/99-names-of-allah/
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Head of Department Report
Secondary

HSIE - Mr Rihan Ali
Assalamu Alaykum 

All praise is to Allah SWT for giving us the
strength and determination to remain positive
and continue with our teaching and learning
programs during these difficult times. I pray to
Allah SWT to ease this hardship that we all are
going through together and enable us to return
to school and continue with the face-to-face
teaching soon, In Sha Allah. I wish to take this
opportunity to thank the students and parents
for your ongoing effort, commitment, and
determination to keep going as we work
through this epidemic. Please reach out to your
subject teachers if you need assistance with
anything especially meeting deadlines on
assignments or if you have missed on important
lesson content if you have not been able to be
online for TEAMS lessons. We do understand
that some students are struggling to maintain
their motivation, but we all are in this together,
and together we will get through this, In Sha
Allah. 

Now that the Year 12 students have completed
their HSC Trials, they are strongly encouraged
to ask for assistance from their teachers during
their respective scheduled lessons. The HSIE
Department teachers have devised a
study/revision program for the rest of the days
up to the final HSC exams where the focus will
be on the learning gaps identified through the
recent Trial Exams. I urge all the Year 12
students to please take advantage of this and let
us know how we can provide further help. 

Year 11 students will be finishing their
Preliminary Exams soon and I am positive they
are all looking forward to starting the final leg of
their education journey – Year 12 work from
next term. 

The resilience and determination of our Year 11
and 12 students to adjust to the online exam
setting have been admirable. This high level of
effort must now be maintained leading to the
HSC exams for Year 12 students and the Year 11
students, to take them through this final path.
Thank you to the parents and family members
for the sacrifices you have made to ensure your
children have received all the support during
these challenging times.  

 

Year 10 students are now in the process of
choosing their subjects for next year.
Alhumdulillah, our department now has three
new subjects on offer in Year 11 from 2022 –
Economics, Geography, and Modern History.
Ancient History, Business Studies, Legal
Studies, and Studies of Religion will also be
there as options. My message to the current
year 10 students is that this is the time to
reflect on your aspirations and career choices
and make the right choice of subjects that you
will not only enjoy but will be the first step
towards the achievement of your career goals.
Teachers are there to provide all the
assistance in terms of subject content and
course requirements if the need arises. 

To the Year 7 to 9 students, my request to you
is to please organise your time well so that all
upcoming assignments are done well and are
ready for submission on TEAMS on the due
dates. Please do not leave these to the last day
to avoid the unnecessary pressure and stress
to meet deadlines. Please reach out to your
teachers if there are any issues.  

Lastly, let us all pray to Allah SWT to always
guide us on the right path and enable us to see
you once again all at school very soon In Sha
Allah, but we need to do our part by always
keeping ourselves and others safe. 
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Head of Department Report
Secondary

Mathematics/TAS - Ms Priya Deo
Assalamu Alaykum 

 

With learning throughout this Term being
online, things started to fall into place
effortlessly with the Mathematics/TAS staff
seamlessly integrating Teams into their lessons
with great vigour and enthusiasm. Students
have reciprocated with similar levels of effort
and participation while completing assigned
tasks. Online platforms like Freckle, Atomi,
ClickView, CambridgeGo, Khan Academy,
YouTube, and others are being regularly utilised
to enhance the online learning environment to
achieve deeper understanding and
consolidation of content.  

The Department has been busy during the past
few weeks with some assessments due already
while others are still being completed. This
term, nearly all assessments were polished to
ensure students could complete them to the best
of their ability while at home.  

The Mathematics Department assessments had
students planning gardens using their fractions,
decimals, and percentages, experimenting
probability with online spinners, constructing
clinometers for trigonometry applications,
refining data from the Bureau of Meteorology
to find seasonal relationships, and exploring the
volume of cones and cylinders using their 3D
models. Senior students carried out
investigations on various financial scenarios,
trigonometry applications using Google Maps
and combinations. 

The TAS Department had students cooking a
blast in their home kitchens, building rubber-
band racers that tested their engineering
capabilities, creating Excel dashboards on
weather patterns, designing websites to
showcase their photo, audio, and video editing
skills, and writing code for a quiz show, we had a
range of submissions both excellent in
presentation and delivery. 

As a lead-up to Numeracy Day, the whole week
roll call had students answering mathematical
riddles. Numeracy Day was celebrated on the
3rd of September with Kahoot! Tessellation, and
Measurement activities during Periods 1 and 2.
Student participation and submission for these
activities were also overwhelming and a
pleasure to see. 

We are obligated to the high school staff for
carrying out the planned Numeracy
activities in the given time. 

We were glad to welcome Ms. Jamil and Ms.
Fareesha onboard to assist with the classes.
We welcome Dr. Lal and Ms. Frangos to the
Mathematics Department. Dr. Lal has
successfully settled in and taken over the
Year 8 Mathematics classes while Ms.
Frangos has been facilitating the Numeracy
Support classes. 

“Believe in yourself and ALL that you are.
Know that there is something inside you
that is greater than any obstacle”.       
Christian Larson 

The Department has been publishing a
puzzle in each newsletter.  
Answer for the previous puzzle: 

New Puzzle:  

Can you figure out how many triangles
there are in the following image: 

The first student to submit the correct
solution to Ms. Deo will receive a prize. 
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Head of Department Report
Secondary

Science - Ms Ifroza Anwar

Assalamu Alaykum 

Term 3! Who knew it would be like this! Covid-19

has shaken up the approach to teaching and

learning and as science teachers, we have stood up

to this challenge to continue to motivate and

inspire our students.  We have delivered lessons

that are more interactive and engaging to ensure

that the motivation is there for our students

during this testing time.  

Ironically, our Year 9s have been learning all

about diseases and controlling the spread of

diseases. They have produced some interesting

brochures to highlight some of the things that

they have been learning. In Year 8, we have been

exploring growth and reproduction with insights

into how the magnificent human being is created

by Allah and manifests into this world, cell by cell,

organ by organ to finally complete their arduous

journey and begin another. We have also been

exploring physical and chemical changes in our

environment, understanding what makes a

physical and chemical change different from each

other and why knowledge of this is important in

everyday applications.  

Despite it being a challenge to execute online,

we’ve managed to carry out demonstrations,

providing further insights into theoretical

concepts. Years 7 and 8 have explored the atomic

structure, elements, compounds, and mixtures

with some fun experiments at home.  

  

Kitchen Chemistry has become a very

interesting method of teaching, the reactions

along with demonstrations.  We have been

using engaging lesson delivery that also

ensures differentiation and a high level of

interaction. Our students have continued to

show resilience, perseverance, and

submission of outstanding work samples

which is a testament to the dedicated

approach of Science teachers in their

delivery of lessons.  

Have a good break everyone before we

resume our journey in Term 4.  

"And however difficult life may seem, there

is always something you can do and succeed

at. It matters that you don’t just give up” –

Stephen Hawking 



Head of Department Report
Secondary

PDHPE/CAPA - Ms Danielle Kalaizis
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In these unprecedented times, our

departments and teachers have been

working extra hard to ensure students are

still being stimulated during the lockdown

and online learning process.  

CAPA 

Ms. Lal's Year 8 CAPA classes have been

extremely busy, using their initiative and

creative skills to develop models of different

monuments and structures that have

inspired and influenced artists and their

audiences worldwide. Students have used

the spare materials they have found at home

to create these 3D models. 

PDHPE  

Due to the restrictions, we understand that

students are not participating in physical

activity regularly. However, all students

must remain active throughout this period.

We must exhibit a positive mindset and

encourage students to take part in at least 30

minutes of exercise.  

 

Our PDHPE team has posted weekly

exercise videos that encourage students to

be active during the sport period and

practical classes.  

Unfortunately, we could not acknowledge

our Athletics carnival house winners and age

champions due to the pandemic in person. 

 

 

However, congratulations to the following students

and houses: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Every accomplishment starts with a decision to

try." 



Salaam All,
 

Phew! What a term – we’ve never had a term like this before… 
 

Although remote learning initially started as a challenge, and the rapid
transition to MS Teams seemed a bit daunting, I think it is safe to say that,
together, we have overcome most obstacles this term. Families, working
together with the school in the best interest of our children, ensured that

teaching and learning were not disrupted. 
 

I am SO PROUD of all our Primary students for the resilience they’ve
shown during these unprecedented times. We as adults have not

experienced what our children are going through when we were their age.  
Educating a child in totality has always been the cornerstone of a good

education. I want to thank Mr. Tanzeel for imparting faith-based words of
wisdom to our students each week during the virtual assemblies. I also

want to thank all our Primary teachers and counsellors who have worked
painstakingly with our students not only to cover content but to also

check in on their mental wellbeing. Students managed to strike a good
balance between work and wellbeing activities.  

 
R U OK? Day and National Child Protection Day allowed students to share
with their teachers and peers their views on these very relevant topics. But

the highlight of the term would have to be the Character Book Parade!
Students immersed themselves into various characters for the day – what

a fantastic job they all did!  
 

I want to thank all families for working with us, and trust that we can
count on your continued support in ensuring the wellbeing and safety of

all our students. 
 

Keep well and stay safe.  
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Primary Wellbeing Report
Ms Stephanie Charles

Head of Pastoral



Secondary Wellbeing Report
Mr Ahmed Hussein and Ms Jessica Whiteoak

Head of Wellbeing for Boys and Girls

Wake up early and having a nutritious breakfast

before roll call  

Are ready to go for class on time and have all the

required material. 

Actively participate in all your lessons. 

Ask your teacher when you are unsure of any work  

Notify your teacher and/or the school if you are

experiencing any difficulties (this extends to

technical or personal issues). 

If you are having issues completing or submitting

assessment tasks on time, please let your teacher

know prior to the due date so that they can assist

you rather than having to follow-up for the work

Salaam All, 

Hope you are all doing well in these trying times and

well done on your efforts with remote learning on MS

TEAMS so far. It has been a great effort! As we are

drawing closer to the end of term, the Wellbeing team

would like to put out a few simple reminders... Please

ensure that you: 

Stay safe and enjoy your holidays! . 
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Even in these unprecedented times of

pandemic and lockdown GVIC has been

able to collect $1737 in their Daffodil

Fundraiser for Cancer Council.



LIBR
ARY

At the Library 
Ms Fareesha Mohammed &

Ms Shahada Selamat
Librarian's

Assalamu Alaykum, 

This year’s Book Week at GVIC was celebrated in the most avant-garde mode. In
today’s unprecedented times, it would not have been possible without the support
and understanding from our teachers, students, and parents. Our school library
managed to connect our students and teachers to have a wonderful time throughout
“Book Week”. With this year’s theme: Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds, most
schools spend one glorious week celebrating books and Australian children's authors
and illustrators. We shared activities and stories relating to the theme and highlight
the importance of reading. Additionally, this year we held a Virtual Book Character
Parade where our students dressed as their favourite book characters. Our teachers
and students made Book Week fun by dressing up and took part in a character
parade virtually. 

 
 
 
 
 
 Congratulations to the

following students for
emerging as Best Dress in the

Character Parade 2021. 
 

Kindy: Noah El Samman 
Year 1: Mira Hamza 
Year 2: Aleena Arja 
Year 3: Isaac Raad 

Year 4: Maryam El-Haddad 
Year 5: Yousef Arja 
Year 6: Ayman Ali 

Our Primary teachers and students attended a virtual concert performance by Perform
Education via Livestream. Teachers and students get to send their messages to motivate each
other during these hard times through role-play and promoting reading for our students.
Both teachers and students enjoyed this interactive event. To assists our Primary students
continue reading and gain access to eBooks, the Teacher Librarian worked collaboratively
with the classroom teachers on introducing books on EPIC. In a span of 4 weeks, the Epic
record shows that our K-6 students had read 340 books with our highest readers in Year 4
with 134 books. We also received lots of positive feedback from teachers and students on this.
In addition, students in Primary and Secondary were given free access to Britannica School
online during the lockdown period by reading this outstanding online Encyclopedia to
extend their general knowledge. Thus, we encourage parents to take advantage of this free
access and utilise it with their children. We would like to thank our students and their parents
for the continuous cooperation given to us during this lockdown period. 
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Counsellor's Report 
Mr Adi Soepriyadi and Ms Ulfat Ullah

School Counsellor's

Green Valley Islamic College is offering
school-based counselling services to support
students navigate through feelings of stress,

lack of motivation, relationship and
behavioural difficulties, mental health issues

and other factors that have an impact on
their academic performance. This is done

with the provision of therapeutic
interventions over 8 sessions that

complement both their school and home
setting. 

 
What do we do?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When can you see us?  
 

We are here 5 days a week and offer the
services through Microsoft Teams. 

 Currently, 28 students, 15 male and 13
female students are being supported with a

wide range of challenges. Two students have
already completed their 8 sessions of

counselling coming out with the ability to
better cope with the challenges. 

 
When should you see us?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Female school counsellor of girls K-12: Ms Ulfat Ullah at ulfat.ullah@gvic.nsw.edu.au 
 

Male School Counsellor for Boys K-12: Mr Adi Soepriyadi at adi.soepriyadi@gvic.nsw.edu.au 
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Faster and more resilient Internet service now available at GVIC 

GVIC Now on NBN Enterprise Ethernet (NBN EE) 

We have provisioned a new faster Internet service for our students and staff
with speeds up to 1,000Mbps for our Primary Internet Link utilising NBN
Enterprise Ethernet (NBN EE). We have retained our current Fixed Wireless
service 100Mb/100Mb, as our secondary redundant fail-over Internet Link at
no extra cost to what we have been paying for our existing much slower
internet service. 

Some of the advantages that we will get: 

 

ICT Report 
Mr Issam Ibrahim

ICT Manager

To truly realise the new benefits of our new internet service, we will need to upgrade
our aging internal School Network Switches and Wi-Fi infrastructure. 

We are in the middle of finalising a proposal to upgrade our internal school network
infrastructure to allow for a more robust and resilient network that would support
future ICT and Digital Transformation initiatives that enable teaching and learning
for our students.  

Zero Building Fibre Installation Costs usually costs thousands of dollars to
install Fibre when going Enterprise Fibre with carriers like Telstra. 
Our current costs stay the same per month, yet we get more speed and
built-in redundancy with a second link. 
Better interactions with online services by increasing the speed of
connection up to 10x. 
We will have full resilience from any major internet network outages,
carrier outages at the edge, and redundancy on the lead inside of things to
the school with this solution.
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Learning Enrichment Report 
Ms Nabiha Jamil

Head of Learning Enrichment

Covid-19 is a global pandemic and has exacerbated interruption in students’ learning; and
disruptions in the overall teaching and learning cycle in Australia.  The United Nations reports
that more than 90% of the student population was affected by COVID-19–related school closures,
which caused over 100 million more children to fall behind the minimum proficiency level in
reading. The Learning Enrichment Department at GVIC is committed to ensuring that every
student, including students with diverse needs, has access to education in a sustainable and effective
manner during the COVID-19 pandemic lockdown. 

LED Staff Professional Development 

All LEAs have received the extensive professional development courses that empowered them to run
the intervention programs to support student learning remotely and efficiently. 

Students at risk identification 

Students at risk are identified through summative, formative, and based on progressive achievement
tests results. Students were placed on an intervention support plan after completing the consultation
process with parents, class teachers, and grade coordinators.  

Intervention Support Sessions 
  
LED ensures to cater for all the students with diverse needs and provide the access to support when
learning remotely. The online support is provided in the areas below: 

Online lessons and attendance are recorded carefully and monitored by the HOLE. A weekly review
also takes place to review the support mechanism and if amendments are required. In supporting
students with diverse needs, the LED will continue to follow a cycle of ‘assess, plan, do, review’ which
leads to an ever-increasing understanding of needs and how to address them. 
May Allah Subhanahu wa ta'ala keep everyone safe and strong and help us protect and safeguard the
lives of our most vulnerable, elderly, and young Ameen. May Allah also grant Shifa to and help all
those already affected by Covid-19 (Muslims and non-Muslims alike) so that we can all heal and see
better days. Ameen 
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