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A Month In Review
Mr Jay Halai 

Assalamu Alaykum,

As an individual captivated by the charisma and

leadership displayed by some of the greatest intellects of

our generation, the cries of one echo in my mind. “When

we’re told that we can’t, or that we shouldn’t try,

generations have responded with a simple creed that

sums up the spirit of a people; YES WE CAN.” As a leader

of the greatest democracy in the current world, not only

did Barack Obama advance the pleas of a nation for

better education and justice, but he also instilled a can do

attitude into millions. As the Principal of Green Valley

Islamic College, I want to assure you that my attitude

does not differ. Let my second address to you be an

assurance, that as Principal of this College, I will remain

committed to serving you and that my unfettered

dedication to quality education and continuous

improvement will be my paramount concern.

The Audacity of a Second Opportunity encourages us to take

the remit of principalship and put our heart and soul into

ensuring that our effort and time is limitless for the

students. My relentless drive to improve the schooling

experience has been my life mission.
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I am a part of a School Governing Body that does not take

the school mission lightly; we, as a collective, strive, with all

of our stakeholders to reach the education summit of

greatness – a goal which is accomplishable and set out in the

Shaping Futures Together (SFT) Strategic Plan 2021-2024.

 

The first month as the Principal has been a busy one and I

can attest to the fast paced changes that have been occurring

within the school. In what has been a rapid resumption to the

school year, we have seen our ISD Basketball team reach the

summit of their craft, winning their girls regional basketball

competition. The College has also ushered in a new era in the

advent of a new emphasis on Learning Enrichment. With a

prerogative on ensuring all students, regardless of external

circumstances, are given the opportunity to reach their full

potential, our Learning Enrichment Scheme will serve to

place the College in good stead for future endeavours to

foster ‘inclusive education’. Staff Personal Development (PD)

has also kicked off, with an intrinsic focus on bettering

ourselves. The great minds of our generation such as Steve

Jobs have noted “there’s always one more thing to learn,” and

accordingly, PD seeks to continually develop our staff;

equipping them with a vast array of skills key to educating

the next generation of intellects at the College. Our

commitment to providing students with the best possible

education remains unfaltering and is an ambition that I will

not back down from.

Yet, as we continue to grow, we remain steadfast in our duty

to the parents, students and stakeholders of Green Valley

Islamic College. As Principal, I can assure you that my every

effort will be dedicated to improving the education and

wellbeing of our students. I trust that, as parents, and

stakeholders of the College, you will join me in maintaining

and uplifting the sanctity of the College and that as a whole,

we can foster positive change for the generations to come. To

everyone that is reading this foreword, I appreciate the time

taken to read my thoughts above on reclaiming the GVIC

dream, so kindly fasten your seat belts and get ready for the

Mach-speed school improvement our students deserve.
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"If a
nyone pursues a path 

in search of knowledge,

Allah will th
enby make 

easy for him a path to

paradise; and he who is

made slow by his 

actions will not be 

speeded by his 

genealogy."



Primary School Report
Mrs Samina Ali

Assalamu Alaykum, 

On behalf of the Primary sector, I would like to thank parents

for the continuous cooperation that enables their children to

receive additional lessons in Literacy and Numeracy through

the After School Support Program. In particular, Years 3 and 5

are having intensive sessions on Tuesdays and Thursdays to

“catch-up” with any concept that needs to be reinforced. I

would also like to take this opportunity to thank those parents

who are rigorously monitoring their child (ren)’s progress and

regularly liaising with class teachers to find better ways of

supporting learning.

SRC/PBS Induction

Highly motivated students enthusiastically nominated

themselves and peers for the roles of school captains and

vice at the school assembly, which was followed by class

voting. Selected students who have been displaying

exemplary behaviour were chosen as the PBS reps.

SRC/PBS students were inducted for their roles through a

special ceremony observed on the 22nd of February. The

Primary sector was pleased to welcome distinguished

guest Deputy Mayor of Liverpool Councillor Mazhar

Hadid, who along with the Principal and Staff, badged the

students. Congratulations to all the SRC/PBS reps and in

particular, our School Captains Sumaira Ashifdar and

Huzaifa Ghazzawi. Our Vice Captains for 2021 are

Samarah Dean and Junaid Mohmand.
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After School Support and
Holiday Classes

The afternoon support classes will continue this Term

until Week 10. Please also note that there will be no

afternoon classes during Ramadan in Term 2. All

parents are encouraged to take the opportunity to

support their child’s Literacy/Numeracy development

by ensuring that the students participate in the holiday

classes that are to be held during the first week of the

Term 1 holidays, from Tuesday 6th – Friday 9th April,

2021. The classes will commence at 9:00 am and finish

at 1:00 pm. Students will get 15 minutes recess break to

refresh. All students will benefit from this regardless of

their ability. Further details will be sent to parents

through a letter closer to the date. Please contact the

school if you have any questions.

NAPLAN Exams

Parents are reminded that the external exam, National

Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)

for Years 3 and 5, is scheduled from the 11th to the 21st of

May, 2021. Please ensure that students are not absent

during the exam period, and note that a medical certificate

will be required if they get sick during this period. Please

also note that students will be completing the exams

online, except for Year 3 Writing task. Students will benefit

from regular attendance, reading daily, completing

homework and using e-learning resources such as

Mathletics, Reading Eggs/Eggspress, etc. Students are also

encouraged to continue with Excel Test Zone using the

same passwords that they were provided with last year.

Most importantly, Year 5 students need to train themselves

in completing writing assessments by typing their

persuasive or narrative within the allocated time. For

further clarification, parents are encouraged to contact the

class teacher via the school office or student diary.
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Term 1 Assessements and
Parent Teacher Interviews

Primary students will be sitting for Term 1 Assessments in

Week 8 (15th – 19th March) and teachers will be analysing

the results in order to provide effective feedback to the

parents. Parent-Teacher interviews for Primary are

scheduled for Wednesday 31st of March from 4:00 – 6:00

pm in the school hall. These sessions not only provide an

opportunity to celebrate the success of the students, it is a

vital means of forming a parent-teacher partnership to

support students’ areas of need that became evident from

the recent exams. All parents are encouraged to support

their children by attending these sessions and discussing

ways of addressing the learning needs of their child (ren). 

The upcoming school holidays will provide ample time to

“catch-up” with concepts and enable children to engage in

wider reading, using public libraries for research on Term

2 topics and visiting educational places such as museums

to develop their general knowledge.

Primary Excursions

Excursions are part of teaching programs and provide a

different pathway for learning. Students have been pro-

actively engaged in experiential and authentic learning

opportunities provided by excursions. Year 5 has been

learning about Space and as part of this have been

developing skills in conducting scientific investigations. Year

5 students will visit the Wollongong Science Space on the

5th of March, to learn about the Solar System through

interactive experiments and use telescopes to make

observations of sun spots and solar flares. They will also

view two planetarium shows.
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Secondary School Report
Mr Davindar Singh 

Assalamu Alaykum,

Welcome to the second edition of the GVIC newsletter for 2021 and congratulations - we've made it

half way through the first term! It has been an event-filled and joyous five weeks at Green Valley

Islamic College. Our students are impressive in the many pursuits they participate and thrive in. It was

wonderful to hear of the success that GVIC achieved at the ISD Basketball competitions last week – an

enormous achievement against other schools. As we continue to move forward, we encourage parents

to be vigilant in monitoring their child’s online behaviour. Let's make sure our students’ safety and

wellbeing is always the number one priority. 

Cops vs Kids Oz Tag

Upper Primary students will be training for this Sports

competition with the local police, scheduled on the 1st

of April, 2021. Further details regarding the competition

will be provided to the parents of students involved. This

event is part of the initiative organised by the Liaison

Office  from the local Police Station, who also visits us

annually to focus on Cyber Safety.
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The website of the e-safety commission provides

excellent tips and resources to ensure students are

protectein their use of technology:

https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-

resources/iparent/online-safeguards.

Encouraging students to charge their phones and devices

outside the bedroom at night is also important for

younger students.  Our phones also have built-in devices

that encourage us to self-regulate our usage:

https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/5-apps-help-fight-

smartphone-addiction/. On this token, we are happy to

announce that we have Stage Advisors here at the school

who would be more than willing to assist your child with

any pressing issues. Below are their reports and

reflections.

Stage 4 (Years 7 and 8) Advisor – Ms Jialu Pan

As Stage Advisor, it has been a pleasure to welcome the

new Year 7 students to High School and the returning

Year 8 students. It is also wonderful to see that the

majority of the students are uniformed in their approach

towards the appearances – boys having their top buttons

done up and their ties tied, as for the girls, having their

blouses tucked in and scarves neatly pinned.

Furthermore, walking through the corridors is even

more enjoyable, as many students are politely greeting

all teachers and guests. I hope we maintain these

beautiful mannerisms, as it reflects the GVIC character. I

look forward to working with all students to build and

promote a better Green Valley Islamic College.

Stage 5 (Years 9 and 10) Advisor – Mr Amit Maharaj

- Lockers are to be kept properly. If someone has missed

out, new ones have been ordered.

- Students have a habit of wearing jumpers on hot days

and play during recess and lunch. It will have an impact

on their classroom learning so please avoid wearing

jumpers on hot days.

- Boys now, with their top shirt buttons done, look much

better with the tie so well done.
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AU/ABOUT-US/SCHOOL-

POL IC IES/

The College's website has

also been updated. 

View new policies

 such as the Complaints,

 Compliments and
Suggestions

 Policy now at;



Secondary
School Report
Mrs Saireen Hussain 

Assalamu Alaykum, 

Students have readily settled in new norms

of teaching and learning at Green Valley

Islamic College where each child is valued as

an individual and feels included in the school

environment. There have been numerous

initiatives put in place to cater for the diverse

needs of our students from Ms Jamil’s

presentations on explicit teaching tactics to

the implementation of deep marking

strategies as well as numerous extracurricular

activities such as sporting and debating. SRC

had their Induction Ceremony on the 19th of

February and we are honoured to announce

Aaliyah Master (12W) and Fawwaz

Mohammed (12T) as the school captains for

2021. The Vice-captains are Heba ElSaj (12W)

and Fawaz Mohammed (12T). The Class

Prefects are as follows; Fatimah Khan (12W),

Zaki El Hares (12T), Ayaat Al Mohamad

(11W), Huzaifa Khan (11T), Jowad Al Momani

(10T), Habibah Aiyas (10W), Nour Wehbe

(9S), Aizah Ali (9T), Rayan Salih (9W),

Raeesah Master (8S), Simra Ali (8T), Ishaq

Ali (8W), Afnan Aboukassem (7S),

 

Term Dates

Term 1: 
27 Ja

n - 1
 Apr

Term 2: 19
 Apr- 2

5 Ju
n

Term 3: 12
 Ju

l - 
17 Sep

Term 4: 5 Oct - 
17 Dec

 

If your child has not yet received a locker,

If your child is away from school for any reason

Stage 6 (Years 11 and 12) Advisor – Ms Noor Shah

On the 12/2/2021 a HSC parent and student

information session was hosted by the Stage 6 Co-

ordinators, Mr Haris and Ms Shah. The program was

targeted at enabling parents and caregivers to have a

better understanding of intricacies of the HSC

course and the process of applying for

universities.The information session was to enable

parents in providing a supportive and nurturing

environment for their children in their preparation

for the HSC and tertiary studies. Some aspects that

were covered were aimed at maximising student

outcome by developing positive study habits. Some

of the key points of the presentation was to set up a

regular home routine, devising a timetable that

allows students to take short breaks and setting up a

proper study environment. The HSC cohort is

encouraged to persist in the attainment of study

goals.

Other Notices for High School

 

please contact the relevant Stage Advisor so this can

be arranged. 

whatsoever, he/she is to return to school with a note

from the parent/legal

guardian explaining the reasons for their absence.
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Term Dates
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n - 1
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 Apr- 2
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n

Term 3: 12
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l - 
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Term 4: 5 Oct - 
17 Dec

Abdul– Hamid Katiaa (7T) and Maryam Dean

(7W). We were blessed to have the Senior

Lecturer Jan Ali from Western Sydney

University and Councillor Nathan Hagarty

gracing the event and presenting amazing

speeches on the benefit of useful knowledge

and the opportunities of living in the

community of Liverpool which is developing

so rapidly. The School Principal, Mr Halai

gave a great insight into the vision and

inspirations of shaping the future of Green

Valley Islamic College. We wish all members

of our SRC the very best for the coming year.

The Mathematics/TAS Department will have

the StartSmart program in school within a

few weeks. The sessions will focus on some

exciting knowledge about financial

mathematics. Student CambridgeGO

accounts should be ready by the beginning of

Week 6. The faculty is looking at a few other

engaging online platforms for supporting

mathematics learning in the classroom and

organizing incursions and excursions suitable

for the different grades. Students have been

attending the afternoon Numeracy lessons

in encouraging numbers.  The Year 9 Food

Technology students have started their

cooking with making smoothies and

bruschetta and will move on to preparing

more complex dishes in the next few weeks. 
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Term Dates
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n - 1
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n

Term 3: 12
 Ju

l - 
17 Sep

Term 4: 5 Oct - 
17 Dec

The Industrial Technology class has

started with editing and morphing images

online. In the very near future, these

students will be supplied with digital

cameras, lighting equipment, screens and

photo-editing software to practice and

improve on their photography skills. 

The English Department teachers will be

launching their first meetings of the clubs

that they are each responsible for in Week 5.

There will be a flurry of activities, mostly

during lunch time in Week 5, as students

participate in the first meetings of the

Debating, Oratory, Poetry and Reading and

Writing Clubs. Year 12 Chemistry students

are experimenting at making soap, Year 11

Chemistry students are testing their skills at

desalination and Year 10 Science students

are in process of calculating speed using a

Ticker-timer.

 

In other faculties, students are listening to

podcasts, watching excerpts of videos and

documentaries, attending lectures,

analysing a variety of texts and having

intensive discussions on topics relevant to

their key leaning areas. Parents are

encouraged to have a good discussions with

their children about what they are learning

at school and how these skills can be

implemented in their daily lives.
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Welfare Report
Mr Ahmed Ismail

The schools adoption of a more holistic disciplinary framework has seen the introduction of Stage

Advisors, Heads of Department, Learning Support team and the Wellbeing team working closely

together. This increased collaboration has been useful in monitoring trends in individual students

relating to classroom behaviour, attendance, social behaviour and most importantly learning.

Accordingly, interaction and communication between teachers and parents has improved, which has

created a powerful network allowing greater opportunities for early intervention and thus, improved

educational outcomes for our students. Feedback from staff and students has been encouraging, with

the vast majority appreciating and supporting this inclusive approach. Weekly school assemblies 

have seen the incorporation of the National anthem, an important symbol of our Australian identity

that our students are becoming increasingly connected to. The school assemblies have served as an

opportunity to provide feedback to students, created a platform to address areas of concern, as well as

remind students of upcoming events to help them stay on track.  The school has also made

considerable progress with regards to uniform, with the overwhelming majority of students

embracing the schools uniform expectations. Similarly, the school has observed significant

improvements in student behaviour across the school. Nevertheless, the Wellbeing team remains

focused on identifying areas for further behavioural improvement, and will continue to collaborate

with teachers and parents to formulate and implement further strategies with the goal of optimising

student conduct and wellbeing.

GVIC VOICE |  ISSUE 00212



C.H.A.R.A.C.T.E.R stands for:

Charity, Honesty, Ambition, Resilience, Analytical,

Communication, Team Work, Enrichment, Reflective.

For the girls in years K-10, these attributes will be

taught through explicit and engaging lessons. The first

attribute we will focus on is ‘Team Work’, a valuable

skill to master as students settle into their classes and

work effectively with each other. At G.V.I.C, we strive

to support our students and provide them with the

skills and knowledge to thrive now and in the future.

Welfare Report
Mrs Jessica Whiteoak

It is with great excitement that I step into the new

role of Head of Wellbeing (Girls K-12). It is my aim to

guide our female students through the many ups and

downs of their schooling life. This includes a holistic

approach to education that goes beyond academics;

addresses each student’s personal development and

ensures they have the skills and attributes to achieve

their goals. Starting in Week 6, the G.V.I.C Character

initiative gets underway. 
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